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A Critical Study of the Book (From the Histo-
ry of Kuwait) by the Historian Saif Marzouq
Al-Shamlan (1959 AD)

Faihan Alotaibi’

Abstract

This study deals with criticism and analysis of the book “From the History of Kuwait” by
Saif Marzouq Al-Shamlan. This book is the third local source for the history of Kuwait. It covers the
period from the migration of Otub from Najd to Kuwait, its establishment and being ruled by Sabah
| up to the rule of the eleventh ruler, Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem. The book dealt with the geography
of Kuwait and its regions, Kuwaiti proverbs, synonyms and extraneous words. The book focuses on
the British Protectorate Agreement signed by Sheikh Mubarak Al-Sabah on January 23rd, 1899.

This study aims to elucidate the author’s life, career, and intellectual output, while
exploring the composition of the book and clarifying its sources, structure, content, and critical
reception. Furthermore, the study attempts to trace the author’s methodology in presenting historical
events alongside his written and oral sources. It also seeks to compare the information provided
by our author, Saif Al-Shamlan, with that of his predecessor in historiography, Sheikh Abdulaziz
al-Rashid—author of the book History of Kuwait (1926)—highlighting the subjects he emphasized
as well as the data he omitted.

In this study, it was found that the writer made an effort to write the history of Kuwait
by documenting it for an important period of time. The writer has been keen to meet contemporary
elders for some crucial events in the history of Kuwait, emphasizing the importance of the book as
one of the local sources that researchers rely on upon studying the history of Kuwait.
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