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The Poetics of Passage from Jahiliyyah to Islam:
The L-rhymed Poem by Abdah bin al-Tabib as a
Case Study

Mohammad Alganaei

Department of Arabic Language, College of Arts, Kuwait University

Abstract

The current study aims at exploring the poetics of the journey from Jahiliyyah to
Islam, by linking the three-part classical poem to the reality of transitional phases in the life
and the society of the poet. This paper explores the ways in which we can examine the poet’s
awareness of this journey and the rapid changes that occurred in the Arab society after the
advent of Islam, starting from the period of weakness and confusion, through the anxiety of the
transition, up to a kind of existence that indicates control and superiority. As a result, the study
offers a new model for analyzing an L-rhymed poem of |bn al-Tabib (i.e., Is Khawla reachable
after the departure?) by applying concepts borrowed from anthropological studies. The paper
concludes that the tripartite structure of ibn al-Tabib’s poem becomes symbolically clear and
comprehensible by applying the concept of the three stages in the rites of passage used by the
anthropologist Arnold van Gennep, which go through three stages: separation, marginality, and
re-aggregation into another entity.
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Stetkevych, Suzanne. The Mute Immortals Speak: Pre-Islamic Poetry and the Poetics of Ritual.
Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1993, p. 42.
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Segal, Charles, editor. The Pubretoric of Imitation: Genre and Poetic Memory in Virgil and other

Latin Pochs. Cornell University Press, 1986.
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Segal, Charles, editor. The Rhetoric of Imitation: Genre and Poetic Memory in Virgil and Other
Latin Poets. Cornell University Press, 1986.
jiloYl aaly jadl
'the Organizing system that links, in stability particular ideological and thematic contents with
specific expressive structure".
-Van Gennep, Arnold. The Rites of Passage, Trans. Monika Vizedom and Gabrielle L., Chi-
cago: University of Chicago Press,
-Turner, Victor. The ritual process. structure and anti-structur. New Brunswick, Aldine Trans-
action,
Turner oS 3 LoV sl o=l
-*Van Gennep has shown that all rites of passage are marked by three phases: separation, mar-
gin (or limen, signifying "threshold" in Latin), and aggregation. The first phase (of separation)
comprises symbolic behavior signifying the detachment of the individual or group from an earlier
fixed point in the social structure. During the intervening liminal period, the characteristics of the
ritual subject are ambiguous; he passes through a cultural realm that has none or few of the
attributes of the past or coming state. In the third phase (reaggregation or reincorporation), the
passage is consummated. The ritual subject is in a relatively stable state once more and by virtue
of this, has rights and obligations vis-a-vis others of a clearly defined and structural type; he is
expected to behave in accordance with certain customary norms and ethical standards binding
on incumbents of social position in a system of such positions. "
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The Rhetoric of Imitation, p. 70.
tilo Y s el
'The opening of a work boasts a supreme position in composition because it is particularly mem-
orable and quotable and is consequently an indispensably guide to interpretation for reader and
philologist... The opening is, first and for most, a bold signal asserting ' This is poetry, " because
for cultural tradition this is the way poetry begins. Once the word has issued for the living voice of
the poet’s personal invention and has entered the code of poetic tradition, it has the responsibility

of imposing the emblematic quality of poetry upon its new host discourse. '
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Ong, Walter J: Orality and Literacy. New York, Routledge, 1982.
rilo Yl aaly jadl
EOral socities live very much in present which itself in equilibrium homeostasis by sloughing
off memories which no longer have present relevanceE.
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The ritual process: structure and anti—structure'p. 95.
Turner 1olsS & oY s el
*Thus, liminality is frequently linked to death, being in the womb, to invisibility, to dark-
ness..., to the wilderness... [and] property *
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Stetkevych. Jaroslav. *The Hunt in Classical Arabic Poetry: From Mukhadram ‘Qasidah’ to
Umayyad ‘Tardiyyah". Journal of Arabic Literature 30, no. 2, 1999,
Douglas, Mary. Purity and Danger: An Analysis of Concepts of Pollution and Taboo. London,

1966.
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The ritual process: structure and anti-structure, p. 95 (35)
Lévi-Strauss, Claude. The Raw and the Cooked. New York, 1969. (36)
Purity and Danger, p. 41-42 (37)
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The Mute Immortals Speak: Pre-Islamic Poetry and the Poetics of Ritual, p. 27. (39)
:iloYl axly 2l

'The classical commentators take pains to point out that the she-camel was employed for travel,
whereas the horse (faras, m. or f.) was reserved for battle and the hunt. In the gasidah, there-
fore, the she-camel is associated with the rahTl, and hence the liminal phase, whereas the horse
is found in the heroic tribal" exploits of battle or hunt, hence in the fakhr section of the poem,
which corresponds to the aggregation phase of the rite of passage"
Stetkevych, Suzanne. The Poetics of Islamic Legitimacy: Myth, Gender, and Ceremony in the (40)
Classical Arabic Ode. Indiana University Press, 2002.
The Poetics of Islamic Legitimacy: Myth, Gender, and Ceremony in the Classical Arabic Ode, (41)
p. 49
iAol aaly jadl
'... the movement from the moribund tribal ethos of Jahiliyyah to the triumphant new religion
of Islam".
Gaster, Theodor. Thespis: Ritual, Myth, and Drama in the Ancient Near East. New York, 1977.  (42)
oYl aaly a2l
'rites of Kenosis, or Emptying, and rites of Plerosis, or Filling. The former portray and symbolize
the eclipse of life... The latter, on the other hand, portray and symbolize the revitalization...
3190 Ol sl Ol © iy Sblly o la, 5kl (43)
Orality and Literacy, p. 42.  (44)
tilo Yl amly jadl
*...oral cultures must conceptualize and verbalize all their knowledge with more or less close
reference to the human lifeworld, assimilating the alien, objective world to the mort immediate,

familiar interaction of human beings”.
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Mauss, Marcel. The Gift, translated by lan Cunnison. Mansfleld Centre: Martlno Publishing, 2011. (49)
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