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The Dropping of Feminine “Haa" in Arabic Poetry:
A Reading in Arabic Linguistic Thought

Hamdi Jabali

Department of Arabic Language & Literature, Faculty of Humanities, An-Najah

National University, Palestine

Abstract

The current study aims at exploring words that are abundantly used in one of the main
sources of Arabic rule regulation system, i.e. poetry. The investigated words include the feminine
‘haa’, but which has been dropped out. Such a dropping has confused Arab grammarians and
linguists who tried to interpret it to find its causes and applications. However, since there have
been different scholarly treatments, without reaching a consensus about the various aspect of
this drop, this study comes to resolve such an ambiguity related to the various attitudes of Arab
grammarians and linguists towards it.

To achieve the study objectives, the inductive approach has been adopted to clarify
the confusion and trace the various examples in Arabic poetry as well as identify the trends of
Arab linguists regarding this dropping in order to interpret it adequately. The study reviews the
different trends and shows the similarities and differences between them.

The study reveals that Arabic allows the addition of feminine ‘haa’ to words for different
purposes as set by Arab linguists and grammarians as shown in this study. The retain of this
‘haa’ has been stressed as it maintains clear-cut meanings; when the ‘haa’ is dropped out, these
meanings may vanish or disappear, not excluding the semantic differences between them.

However, retaining the feminine ‘haa’ has not been always plausible and possible, as
there have been many poetic texts that included words and phrases containing this ‘haa’ which
has been left out. The researcher tried to trace some manifestations of this dropping in vocative
and non-vocative cases as well as in genitive ones.

The current study attempts also to explore the various linguistic trends embraced
by Arab linguists by investigating the various aspects, reasons, and justifications of such a
dropping, whether or not it was acceptable by them, whether or not it was relatable to a poetic
necessity, whether or not it was anomalous, and whether or not it was ascribable to something
else. The study also reveals that the dropping of this ‘haa’ has not always been plausible; it
has served different purposes; it has been used for poetic need; and, sometimes it has been
completely weird.

The findings also show that this Kind of dropping has been done to ease the structure of
the word and that it has been abundant in Arabic poetry in a way that shows the extent to which
Arabic can extend its structures and words and that the language allows the dropping-out of the
‘haa’ that has been previously added to designate a new meaning.

Keywords: Drop, feminine ‘haa’, linguistic thought, poetry, masculine and feminine,
vocative case.
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Refernces in Roman Script
(1) Al Apfas, Abu Al- hasan Sa ' Td ibn Mis “ adah:
a-Al-gawaft, Tahqig Ahmad Ratib Al-Nafah, Dar Al-amanah,
1974.
b- Ma‘ant Al_ Qur’an, Tahqiq Hoda Qara’h, Maktabat Al- han;ji, Algaherah 1990.
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Al-AnbarT, Abu Al-Barakat Abd al-Ra h man ibn Mu h ammad:

a- Asrar Al- ‘ rabiya, Al tab‘ah al'ulah, Dar Al-Argam ibn abi Al-

Argam, 1999.

b- Al_'ensaf fi masa'il al_hilaf bayna Alba s ryTn wa IkufiyyTn,

Almaktabah Al ‘a sriyah, 2003.

Al-Anbar1, Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Al-Qasim: Al_Mothakkar wa Al_Mo’nnat, Tahqrq Tariq Al-
ganabi, Altab‘ah al'lah, Maktabat Al‘ani, Ba g dad, 1978 .
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