40| 159

2022 m,I....HI ,nglnll nujn" n|:m||

Making Reference to Historical Precedents in
Sultanic Etiquette Books: The Book "Adab al-Muluuk"
by Abu Mansour al-Thd'albi as a Case Study
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Saudi Arabia

Abstract

History is the free space through which the human experience can be
discovered in the past, and benefited from in the present. In the existing Sultanic
etiquette books, there is a great deal of making reference to and quoting from history
in its different eras, and across its remote geographical places. Reference has been
made to a variety of issues, and a lot of quotations have been taken from historical
narratives, facts, and incidents, all justified considering this a phenomenon to be
investigated in this paper by adopting the historical-structural approach, with special
reference to the book, The Etiquette of Kings by al-Tha’albi, both sources as two case
studies, and with a view of investigating the causes of this phenomenon, and the
rationale behind the obsession of making reference to history.

The study has revealed that some of these causes are related to the pragmatic
field (particularly to the author), and some are historical ones surrounding the author
and the text he produced; yet, some of them are related to the structure of the text itself.

The study also has shown that the reason why historicity was immanent in
al-Tha’albi’s works is wired with the fact that he wanted to present himself as one of
the educated elites, a class that is keen on pushing the wheels of the march of the
state. This entailed that he possesses an encyclopedic knowledge on history so that
he can make reference to it.

The study has recommended exercising this integrative systematic practice
which delves deep into the texts, analyzes and deconstructs them, and resolves their
ambiguities and problems, by studying the text sometimes, by studying its author,
or by linking the text to its author at other times, away from the traditional unilateral
interpretation that focuses on a certain angle of the text, without paying attention
to the other angles and without paying attention to the unthinkable concepts and
perceptions that determine the viewpoint of the writers of the Sultanate etiquette in
the political field.
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(10)

(1)

(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

Gbran, Mhmd, N&at Al-Fkr Al-STasT Al-IslamT Gttarh, mntdi al-‘1agat al-rbt waldalt, (d.t), s 156.
Alsm‘ant, ‘bd Al-Krim Bn Mhmd, Al-'ansab, Thqiq: ‘bd al-rhmn al-m‘mT, t1, hidrabad: mdls
da’irt al-marf al-tmanti, 1382h/1962m, 3/ 132. Gffat al-aTan, 3 / 180.

AlhafT, Ahmd Mhmd, t1arat tqafti bin al-rb walfrs, t3, al-qahri: dar nhdf msr, 1388h/ 1968m, s 205.
Mhmd, Bdr ‘bd Al-Rhmn, rhlat abT mnsar al-talbT 1 al-msrq al-islamT T'atarh al-1mTti wal'adbti,
al-qahri: mktbt al-'angla al-msri, (d.t), s 8.

AlwafT Balufiat, 19/132. al-gard, mhmad ‘bd al-lh, drast tatiqri 1 mu’lfat al-talbt, mgft al-bhat
waldrasat al-rbri, * 12, al-raq, (1403h/1983m), s 241.

Ho Mhmd Bn Al-bas Abt Bkr Al-Hwarzmi, Al-Sa'r Al-Mshar, Tqal Ih: al-tbrhzT; 'an amh mn

hwarzm, G’abGh mn tbrstan, taft f1 nisabar snt 383h/ 993m. Trag’: al-hmwy, $hab al-dTn aba
‘bd al-lh Taqat, m‘gm al-'adba’, thqTq: ihsan ‘bas, {1, birat: dar al-grb al-islamTt, 1414h./ 1993m,
6/2543.

Altalbt, ‘bd Al-Mlk Bn Mhmd, Al-Mbhg, thqiq: ibrahim salh, t1, birat: dar al-b$a’ir, 1420h/
1999m, s 28.

Rhlat AbT Mnsir Al-TalbT fT Al-M$rq al-islamT @'atarh al-Imtt wal'adbit, s 59 ... 61 .

Hrat: mdint ‘zimt m&harf mn amhat mdn hrasan ahsn Gla a'zm ala afhm @la aktr ahla' mnha.
rag’, al-hmwy: m'gm al-bldan, 5 / 396.

Altalbt, ‘bd Al-Mlk Bn Mhmd, Tmar Al-Qlab, al-qahri: dar al-m‘arf, s 3. rhlat abT mnsir al-t'albt
fT al-mérq al-islamT @’atarh al-Imti wal'adbti, s 74 ... 78.

Ha Abd Al-Hsn Mhmwd Bn IbrahTm Bn STmgar, sahb §1a$ hrasan mn ght al-'amir mnsar bn nah
al-samant, Trag’, al-kaml T al-tarth, 8 / 626.

Alt'albt, ‘od Al-MIk Bn Mhmd, Twaqit Al-MwagTt fT mdh al-§T tdamwih, mhtat rqm 2-1171, agf
ragb basa, mqdmt al-mu'lf, al-orgt al-"adli.

Al'toT, Mhmd Bn ‘bd Al-Gbar, al-TminT, thqiq: ihsan dnan ‘bd al-ItTf al-tamrT, t1, birat: dar al-tT,
1424h/ 2004m, s 180, 188.

Alt'albt, ‘bd Al-MIk Bn Mhmd Bn Isma‘l aba mnsar, adab al-mltk, i'dad atgdim: ‘od al-hmid
hmdan, t1, al-qahri: ‘alm al-ktb, 1428h/ 2007m, s 47, 180, 186.

Khrkt Frid, Gsnbad 0’'astad sTs, Trag’, abn al-'atTr, abd al-hsn ‘IT bn abT al-krm(t 630 h / 1232
m): al-kaml T al-tarth, thqiq: ‘mr ‘bd al-slam tdmrt, t1, birat: dar al-ktab al-'rbT, 1417 h / 1997,
5/162. al-ndim, abT al-fr§ mhmd(t 384 h / 994 m): al-fhrst, thqiq: aimn fu'ad al-s1d, t2, Indn:



(20)

(21)

(22)

(239)

(24)

(25)

mu’sst al-frqan litrat al-islamT, 1435 h / 2014 m, 9 / 420.

AIngT, ‘IT Bn Hsn, al-fkr al-sTasT walidarT (qra't fT atgahat al-ktabt fT al-stast anzm al-dalt fT al-
msrq al-islamT mn qTam al-dilt al-'basTt ahti nhartt al-‘sr al-bwyht 132 ... 447 h), t1, dmsq: dar
nar hdran, 2020 m, s 204, 205.

AIng‘T, IT Bn Hsn, al-fkr al-s1ast walidart (qra't f1 atgahat al-ktabt f1 al-stast dnzm al-dalt fT al-
mérq al-islamT mn giam al-dalt al-basTt ahti nhatt al-'sr al-bwyhT 132 ... 447 h), t1, dm&q: dar
nar hdran, 2020 m, s 204, 205.

AlbThqTt, Aba Al-Fdl Mhmd Bn HsTn (t 440 h ): tarth al-bThqT, trgmt: Thii al-hdab, Gsadq n$’at,
msr: dar al-tbat al-hdttf, (d.t), s 736.

Aldwys, ‘bd Al-Star Mtlk: mmilki hwarzm f1 ‘hd bnT m’aman G'agtha balsltan mhmad al-gznwy
mnd snt (385... 407 h /995 ... 1016 m), mglt §amt al-‘anbar IIlam al-insanti, al-'dd 4, 2011 m,
s 113.

Altraant, N'mat ‘ad: diwan al-rs&’il T al-'sr al-‘basT al-adl angath al-'adbt, rsalt dktdrah fT al-lgt
al-rbtt g1r mnsart, gamT mu'th, al-'ardn, 1429 h / 2008 m, s 29.

BatsTs, IbrahTm Al-Qadrt, Htab Al-'dalf fT ktb al-adab al-sltantt, t1, gtr: al-mrkz al-rbT I'abhat,
2014 m, s 25, 26.

H1gl, Al-alm Al-SrqT, trgmi: imam ‘bd al-ftah imam, t3, birat: dar al-tnwyr Iitba‘t walngr, 1426h/
2007m, s 16.

Nsbit lli Al-Mgn’, wytlq ‘ITh b‘d al-mu’rhn hkim al-mqn’, athd aghh mn dhb Igbhh rbma; I'anh kan
a'lira; 0gsira; zhr 1 hrasan 0'ad'i al-'althTi, tsdi Ih §18 al-mhdT Ghasrh wanthr balsm, al-mqdsT,
al-mthr bn tahr: al-bd’ waltarth, 6 / 97. abn al-"atir: al-kaml 7 al-tarth, 5/211.

Algri, Ahmd, Ahrin, Al-'adab al-sltantt f1 al-tgrbt al-tarthit al-islamti, mglt al-hkmt lldrasat al-
agtma't, * 2, (2019m), s 151.

Alagtrab Mfhum Abd‘h Al-FTlstf Ludfig fwyrbah, tahdh ‘nh fridrik higl, tm karl marks. wy'nt
‘ndhm al-astlab, Trad": mhtatat marks, trib: mhmd mstgTr mstfi, dar al-tqaft al-gdidt, (d.t),
madmt al-mtrgm, dGlkn kiw’ hsb flsfth GsTagh, Ghna astfdt mn al-mstlh T kan al-mnhg al-bniwy
Tml i sal'b al-ns mn katbh.

AlmaardT, Aba Al-Hsn ‘IT Bn Mhmd, tsh1l al-nzr Gt'g1l al-zfr T ahlag al-mlk, thqig: mht hlal al-
srhan dhsn al-sa‘att, birat: dar al-nhdt al-rbri, s 266.

Abn Qtibt, Abd Mhmd ‘bd Allah Bn MsIm, ‘Tan al-'ahbar, birat: dar al-ktb al-Imti, 1418h., 1/ 11.
Alt'bT, Mhmd Bn Al-hart, ahlaq al-mlak, thqrq: §iTl al- 1, birat: dar al-tiT4, (d.t), s 71.

‘hd ArdsTr, Thqiq: ihsan ‘bas, birit: dar sadr litbat walnsr, 1387h./ 1967m, s 53.
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