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The 1867 Epidemic in Morocco through the
Manuscript of Al- Mashrafi

Al- Sheikh Lakhal

Abstract

In this research paper, the researcher deals with the problem of the great
epidemic that occurred in the countries of the Maghreb with its three countries,
Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco in 1867 through the Al-Mashrafi manuscript.

The researcher concluded through this study that: the epidemic of 1867 is
considered one of the largest disasters that befelled the country of the Maghreb in
its contemporary history. The manuscript of the Algerian Abi Muhammad Al-Arabi Al-
Mashrafi Al-Gh’raisi is one of the rare local sources that describe this epidemic.

Al-Mashrafi was one of the Algerian scholars who immigrated to the Morocco
after the French occupied the West of Algeria and eliminated the resistance of
Abdelkader. When the epidemic occurred, he was stable in Fez, and he described
in a precise description the development of this epidemic since the year 1850, when
prices began to rise and the locusts followed in 1866, who invaded large areas of the
Far Maghreb from Meknes to Fes and Oujda, and he ate green and dry and was the
cause of great endeavor or starvation, to solve Then the great epidemic in 1867.

In this manuscript, Al-Mashrafi documented his observations of what happened
to a tragedy of Fez due to this epidemic that affected a large number of its inhabitants,
and not even the rich and the dignitaries survived.

If he had described the beginning of this epidemic, he did not mention its end,
because he finished writing his letter on June 30, 1868, as it is written at the end of
the manuscript.

Also, Al-Mashrafi mentioned that this epidemic has spread in Tunisia and
Algeria, and he stated that their conditions were worse than Fez. According to the
news that he was returning, half of the population of Algeria and the other half
perished in it.

Key words: Epidemic, Manuscript, Al-Mashrafi , Maghreb.
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