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How did Ibn Battuta Survive the Pandemic?
A Study in Surviving Tactics in Times of
Pestilences

Elmahjoub Keddar

Abstract

The pandemic of the middle eighth century AH/ fourteenth century AD was
one of the most virulent epidemics of the medieval era, regarding its rapid spread
affecting most of the ancient world, and its fatality rate, estimated to millions. The
spread of the deadly pandemic coincided with the return of the Moroccan traveler
Ibn Battuta from his journey to the East, the starting point of the pandemic, which
made him more liable to the epidemic. However, despite his movements between
the areas of the plague, our traveler managed to survive contagion. Therefore, this
article aims to explore how Ibn Battuta survived the contagious epidemic, namely
that he followed the path of the epidemic’s spread from east to west. To deal with
this research problem, we adopt an inductive historical approach to investigate
the nomadic text of Ibn Battuta, and to use the findings to compare them to other
contemporary texts

Although Ibn Battuta did not mention his means of survival, following the path
of his journey in the affected areas enabled us to deduce the ways of his survival. This
latter was attributed primarily to prevention. The experience he accumulated through
following the news from afar enabled him to form a comprehensive view about it,
to know the ways of its transmission and tools to prevent himself from it, before
getting in touch with it directly. It is not surprising then that Ibn Battuta survived that
sweeping epidemic that decimated tillage and offspring around the world at that time.
In conclusion, the article reflects the important role of the historian to probe into the
past to identify how predecessors dealt with some of the problems prevailing today
especially when it comes to epidemics.

Key words: Pandemic, the black plague, the eighth century, Ibn Battuta, a
journey, survival, infection
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