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Epidemic and High Prices in Al - Sham and

Egypt 593 - 738 - AH/ 1196 - 1338 CE
As it had been Recorded in Shams al - Din
al - Jazri's Book “Hawadith al - Zaman'

Numan Jubran

Abstract

The aim of this article is to observe and analyze the historical narratives related to the
epidemic and high prices in Bilad al - Sham (Historical Syria) and Egypt, as reported
and recorded by the historian Shams al - Din Muhammad Ibn Ibrahim al - Jazri (d. 739
AH/1338 CE), in his book "Hawadith al - Zaman wa Anba’ihi wa - wafiyat al - Akabir
wa al - A‘yan min Abna’ihi", within the timeframe included in the events of the years
593 - 738 AH/ 1196 - 1338 CE.

This article is based on the study of various versions of the manuscripts of al - Jazri’s
book such as: (Gotha - manuscript numbers: 1559, 1560 and 1561, Paris manuscript
number: AR6739, Kopriilii manuscript, number: 1037, and al - Mukhtar manuscript
from the history of Al - Jazri, copy of Képrilii number 1147.

Since these manuscripts suffered from a shortage of accidents and deaths in some
of the years, the researcher decided to use some sources that are contemporary to
al - Jazri’s period, where al - Jazri himself had benefited his book from these sources,
or other sources that their authors had relied heavily on the book of al - Jazri.

Among the most important of these sources is the book of al - Muqtafi ‘ala Kitab al -
Rawdatayn (Tarikh al - Barzali) by al - Qasim Muhammad Ibn Yusuf al - Barzali (d. 739
AH/ 1338 CE), who was a close friend of al - Jazri, where each one has quoted the
other. Another example is Kitab Tarikh al - Islam by Shams al - Din al - Dhahabi (d.748
AH/ 1348 CE). The latter had exchanged information and narratives with the historian
al - Jazri, as is evident in their two sources. In addition, to other two sources of
the Egyptian historian Taqi al - Din al - Maqrizi (d.845 AH/ 1442 CE) ) who was not
living during the time al - Jazri, but he was among those who greatly monitored the
epidemics, diseases and high price accidents in his two books, Al - Suluk li ma‘rifat
Diwal al - Muluk, and Ighathat Al - Umma bi Kashf al - Ghumma. Clearly, important
references mentioned in these two books, quoted from Al - Jazari’s book.
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