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Epidemics in Ancient Yemen through
Inscriptions and the Cultural Indications of
their Vocabulary

Mohammed Atbuosh

Abstract

This paper discusses epidemic incidents in the ancient history of Yemen,
depending upon the Ancient South Arabian inscriptions in which these epidemics
were mentioned. It also discusses the terms indicating the epidemics, their lexical
derivation, semitic cognates, cultural significance, and its possible lexical survivals
in the Arabic dialects of Yemen and Qira’at of the Quran. Furthermore, the paper
investigates the dates of occurrence of these epidemics and the names of the cities
that were exposed to them.
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