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Divine Revenge with Epidemics in
Ancient Iraq

Mohammad Alshahat

Abstract

The ancient Iraqis interpreted the problems of their environment as a heavenly
revenge, which included epidemics, famines, floods, etc.

The main source is the story of Atrahsis, the Babylonian priest who mediated
between humans and his god to save humans. His story comes in three fired clay
tablets, in cuneiform and Babylonian dialect of the Akkadian language. The 1st tablet
talks about the gods’ revenge with epidemics, 1200 years after the creation of the
first human being, where the numbers of humans increased and their clamor and
noise rose, so that the advisor of the gods Enlil was unable to sleep, so he called the
council of the gods, who decided to inflict epidemics on humans.

This is the first thought to reduce the overpopulation of the world, and the
gods brought pain, disease and pestilence to humans, whom turned to their wise
man, Atrahsis, who in turn prayed to his god Ea-Enki, the Lord of wisdom, so he
advised him that humans rebel and revolt against all gods, but only to care about the
god “Nimtar”, the Lord of epidemics and diseases, build him a temple, and sacrifice
for him, that may delight him, to lift his hand from them. Then, the epidemic rises
and lifted Humans and they began to recover from its effects. This is how the ancient
Iragis interpreted the disease as being strucked by the hand of a god, a ghost or an
imp, which they expressed with the word: Lamashtu, which has remained until now
in our Arabic heritage. The epidemic was raised priests or the diviner and Shaikh
until now.
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