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Pronoun Referencing to the Non-Closest
Referred Entity and Its Textual Functions in
the Qur'an

Ahmad Hamouda

Abstract

This study aims to tackle an important linguistic phenomenon in the Qur’anic
text, i.e. pronoun referencing to the non-closest referred entity, which violates a well-
known linguistic concept.

The research question asks what the semantic benefits of this phenomenon
are and the functions it performs in the Qur’anic text. The study took an approach
that combined inductive reasoning, description, and analysis in order to address the
research problem and find objective answers to its questions.

Based on studying the many examples of this phenomenon, the results of the
paper reveal five varied textual functions and values of this linguistic phenomenon
ranging from synthetic, semantic, and pragmatic functions. Some of these functions
would combine together, emphasizing on the semantics of the text and its rhetorical
quality. These functions are as follows:

First: Broadening the range of reference.
Second: Focalizing the topic of discourse\ central intended theme.

Third: Alerting the addressee to profoundly comprehend the Qur’an and to
search for overbalances (overbalance evidences) in the text.

Fourth: Stimulating the addressees to trigger their cognitive base and to
ruminate in the cultural and pragmatic evidences.
Fifth: Enriching the semantic senses.

The study recommends the further re-examination of the general linguistic
assets that are based on the extrapolation of the language, by analyzing them in
major linguistic texts (the main one being the Quranic text) to confirm the persistence
or shortcomings of those assets.

Key words: Qur’an, pronoun, text, reference, semantic.
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References in Roman Script

(1)

@)

@)

al'azhr azzanad: nasTj annas.. baht fT ma yakin bah almalfad nassan, tai, bayrat:
almarkz attaqafT al'arbT, 1993ma.

al'aSmanT, ‘abt alhasn ‘alm ban mahmd (ta929): Sarh al’alfya almasmma: manhj
assalk ‘ila "alfya abn malk, tahqiq: hasn hamd, tal, bayrat: dar alkatb al‘almya,
1419ha/1998m

ilham "abd gazala, wa'lT kalTl hamd: madkl ‘ila ‘alm laga annas tatbTgat landrya day
bawjrand wadrslr, ta2, algahra: alhay’'a almasrya al'ama lalktab, 1999ma.

al'alts, $ahab addayn mahmad $akrT (ta1270): tafsir “rawh alma‘ani fi tafsir
algaraan al'adim wassab‘ almatant". tahqiq: ‘ali ‘abd albar ‘atya, tal, bayrat: dar
alkatb al‘almya, 1415ha.

al'anbarT, ‘abl albarkat ‘abd arrahmn ban mahmd (ta577): al'insaf fT masa’il alkalaf,
tahgTq: mahmd mahyT addayn ‘abd alhamid, tal, bayrGt: almaktba alasrya,

1424ha/2003m



(11)

(12)

(17)

(18)

barawn, ja. ba. waydl, ja. tahl1l alkatab, tarjma da. mahmd azzalitnT wad. manir
attarTkT, arrayad: jam‘a almalk sa‘td, 1418ha/1997m.

albagwT, ‘abd mahmd alhasTn ban mas‘td (ta510): ma‘alm attanzil fT tafsir algaraan,
tahgTq: mahmd ‘abd Allah annamr, wa‘tman jam‘a damirya, waslTman masim alhars,
ta4, arrayad: dar tayba.

albaga‘T, ‘ibrahim ban ‘amr (ta885): nadm addarr T tanasb al’ayat wassawr, algahra:
dar alkatab al'islami, da. ta.

tamam hasan: allaga al‘arbya ma'naha wambnaha, addar albayda’: dar attagafa,
1994ma.

jawrj yawl: attadawlya, tarjma da. qasT al‘atabr, ta1, bayrat: addar al‘arbya lallam,
1431ha/2010m

abn hija, taqT addayn alhamwT (ta837): kazana al'adb wagaya al’arb, tahqiq: ‘asam
§a'Tth, bayrat: maktba alhalal, 2004ma.

‘abi hayan al’andlsT, "atTr addayn mahmd ban yawst: archaf addarb man lasan al‘arb,
tahqTq: rajb ‘atman mahmd, ta1, algahra: maktba alkanjT, 1418ha/ 1998ma.

‘abll hayan al’andlsT: albahr almahTt, tahqiq: sadqT mahmd jamTl, bayrat: dar alfakr,
1420ha.

‘abl hayan al'andlsT: attadyTl wattakmTl fi Sarh katab attashil, tahqiq: da. hasn
handawr, ta1, dams$q: dar algalm, warrayad: dar kanuz ‘i§bilya, da. ta.

abn alhajb "abl ‘amrt jamal addayn ‘atman ban ‘amr: al'amalT, tahqTq: da. fakr salh
gadara, al’ardn: dar ‘amar, wabTrat: dar aljayl, 1409ha/1989m.

addamaminT, badr addayn ‘abld ‘abd Allah mahmd ban ‘abT bakr (ta:827): S$arh
attashtl almasmma: ta'liq alfara’id ‘ala tashil alfawa’id, tahqiq: da. mahmd ban ‘abd
arrahmn almafda, ta1, 1403ha/1983

day bawjrand, rawbrt: annas walkatab waliijra’, tarjma: da. tamam hasan, tat,
algahra: ‘alm alkatb, 1418ha/1998m.

arrazi, fakr addayn ‘abl ‘abd Allah mahmd ban ‘amr (ta606): attafstr alkabir
almasmma “mafatth algayb", ta3, bayrat: dar ‘ihya’ attarat al‘arbt, 1420ha.

azzarksT, ‘abu ‘abd Allah badr addayn (ta794): albarhan fT ‘alim algaraan, tahqiq:
mahmd ‘aba alfadl ‘ibrahim, ta1, algahra: dar ‘ihya’ alkatb al‘arbya, 1376ha/1957m.

azzamksrT, ‘abu algasm mahmid ban ‘amr (ta538): alkasaf ‘an haga’iq gawamd
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(25)

(26)

(28)

(29)

(30)

(31)

(32)

(33)

attanzTl, ta3, bayrat: dar alkatab al'arbt, 1407ha.

W v =

‘abl assa‘'id, mahmd ban mahmd al‘'amadT (ta982): tafsTr “ir§ad al'agl assalim ’ila
mazaya alkatab alkartm, bayrat: dar ‘ihya’ attarat al‘arbT, da. ta.

assamin alhalbT, ‘abt al‘abas $ahab addayn 'ahmd ban yawsf (ta756): addar almastn fT
‘altim alkatab almaknan, tahqTq: da. 'ahmd mahmd alkarat, dam$q: dar algalm, da. ta.
saybwTh, ‘abl basr ‘amrl ban ‘atman: alkatab, tahqiq: ‘abd assalam haran, ta3,
algahra: maktba alkanjt, 1408ha/1988m.

assaytT, jalal addayn ‘abd arrahmn ban ‘abT bakr (ta911h): al'itqan T ‘alim algaraan,
tahqtg: mahmd ’abt alfadl ‘ibrahim, algahra: alhay’a almasrya alama lalktab,
1394ha/1974m.

assay(tT, jalal addayn ‘abd arrahmn ban ‘abT bakr (ta911h): ham‘ alhawam'’ Sarh jam’
aliawam’, tahqTq: da. ‘abd alhamid handawT, masr: almaktba attawfiqya, da. ta.
SakrT ‘ayad: allaga waliibda’.. mabadi’ ‘alm al’asltb al‘arbT, tai, algahra: ‘intrnasanal
bars, 1988ma.

§arardd, batrtk. wamngna, dawminik. waakran: ma‘jm tahll alkatab, tarjma: ‘abd
algadr almah1rt wahmmadt samid, tawns: almarkz alwatnT laltrjma, 2008ma.
assaban, ‘abu al'arfan mahmd ban ‘alT (ta1206): hasdya ‘ala $arh al’aSmanf lalfya abn
malk, tal, bayrat: dar alkatb al‘almya, 1417ha/1997m.

attabrT, ‘abl jafr mahmd ban jarir (ta311): jam‘ albayan 7 tawTl algaraan, tahqiq:
‘ahmd mahmd $akr, ta1, algahra: massa arrasala, 1420ha/2000m.

‘abd arrahTm al‘abasT, ‘abd alfath (ta963): ma‘ahd attansTs ‘ala Sawahd attalkTs,
tahgTq: mahmd mahyT addayn ‘abd alhamid, bayrat: ‘alm alkatb, da. ta.

‘adTma, mahmd ‘abd alkalqg: darasat lasltb algaraan alkarim, algahra: dar alhadit, da. ta.
abn ‘atya, 'abi mahmd ‘abd alhaq ban galb al'andisT (ta542): almahrrar alwajiz f
tafsir alkatab al‘aziz, tahqiq: ‘abd assalam ‘abd a$$afi mahmd, tail, bayrat: dar
alkatb al’almya, 1422ha.

abn ‘aqTl, ‘abd Allah ban ‘abd arrahmn alhamdanT almasrT (ta769): Sarh ’alfya abn
malk, tahqTq: mahmd mahyT addayn ‘abd alhamid, ta20, algahra: dar attarat wadar
masr, 1400ha/1980m.

‘all "abl almakarm: ‘asul attafkir annahwt, ta1, algahra: dar garib, 2006ma.

abn ‘adl, saraj addayn ‘amr ban ‘alT alhanblT addamsqT: allabab fT ‘alim alkatab,



(36) abn ‘asur, mahmd attahr (ta1393): attahrir wattanwTr, tawns: addar attawnsya lalnsr,
1984ha.

(37) algartbi, ‘abl ‘abd Allah mahmd ban ‘ahmd (ta671): aljam‘ lahkam algaraan,
tahqiq: ‘ahmd albarduni waibrahim ‘atfi$, ta2, algahra: dar alkatb almasrya,
1384ha/1964m.

(38) alkafwT, ‘abl albaga’ ‘aylb ban mawsa (ta1094): alkalyat, tahqiq: ‘adnan darwt$
wamhmd almasrT, bayrtt: massa arrasala, 1419ha/ 1998ma.

(39) abn malk, ‘abt ‘abd Allah jamal addayn mahmd ban ‘abd Allah atta’T aljayant: Sarh
attashil, tahqiq: da. ‘abd arrahmn assayd wad. mahmd badwT almakttn, ta1, algahra:
dar hajr, 1410ha/1990m.

(40) annawiri, $ahab addayn ban ‘abd alwahab (ta733): nahaya al’arb f7 fanan al’adb, tat,
algahra: dar alkatb walGta’iq algawmya, 1423ha.

(41)  abnhasam, abd mahmd ‘abd Allah ban yawsf al'ansarT (ta761): magnT allabTb, tahqTq:
da. mazn almabark wamhmd ‘alT hamd Allah, ta6, damsq: dar alfakr, 1985ma.

(42)  haynh min, fa. wafthfijr, da. madkl ‘ila ‘alm allaga annasT, tarjma da. falh al‘ajm,
arrayad: jam‘a almalk sa‘tid, 1999ma.

(43) abn ya‘Tls, mawfq addayn ‘abu albaga’ ban ‘ali: arh almafssal, tagdim da. ‘imTl
ya‘qub, tal, bayrit: dar alkatb al‘almya, 1422ha/ 2001ma.

tahqTq: ‘adl 'ahmd ‘abd almawjud wa'lT mahmd ma‘ad, ta1, bayrat: dar alkatb al‘almya,

1419ha/ 1998ma.
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