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Manifestations of Feminist Sufism in

Raja’ ‘Alim's Novel, Hubba

Hessa Almufarih

This research aims to trace how the writer, Raja’ ‘Alim, makes use of Sufism
and the privileges it grants women in order to support textual feminism, unlike
other novels that search for feminism’s insights and ideas and employ them. Hubba
establishes a new path for feminism, starting from Sufism itself.

The research problem includes trying to understand the novel and its
mystical, feminist dimensions, as it bears the features of these two visions in its
narrative. The effect of that on the novel’s thematic and technical construction
requires to be examined. By shedding light on a mystical experience, through which
the author explores the crisis of the female and transforms convictions surrounding
her, it can be shown how this contributes to the formation of a new experience vision
that evokes traditional narrative patterns in a new narrative discourse through the
values of love, giving, and transcendence associated with the female. The recording
of events and the rewriting of history by a female (Raja’ ‘Alim) provides with a
different model that focuses on the female/ Hubba role in the shaping of this history
and changing its course, which supports the feminist orientation of the novel.

The research relies on the semiotic approach; the linguistic and visual
functions in the novel reveal intertextuality with Sufism and its orientations, which
allows linking it to the manifestations of Sufism in the novel itself. It also transfers
connotation from mono-meaning to various levels of it. The results of the research
reveal that the novel, Hubba, was not a reproduction of Sufism and its ideas, but
rather a new narrative that discusses Sufism and its texts as well as feminism and
its representations in order to form a new and old text at the same time. Moreover,
the elements of the novel from time, place, event, personality, and language adopt a
mystical dimension supported by a feminist vision.

Nevertheless, since the impact of the mystical experience is evident in the
works of Raja’ ‘Alim these works still need to reveal their capabilities in employing
Sufism that go beyond the prevailing types of writing and towards a specific writing

that distinguishes the writer herself.
Key words: Sufiism, feminism, semiotics, intertextuality, novel.
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