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An Introduction to Forensic Linguistics:
An Applied Linguistic Perspective

Waleed Alanati *

Abstract

This study aims at examining Forensic Linguistics, a branch of Applied Linguistics,
which addresses language as a means of communication used in forensic, professional
practices and manifested in judiciary, investigations, and verdicts. Forensic Linguistics
is a recent discipline; hence theoretical forensic research is relatively new and still
receives inadequate attention in Arab studies although it contributes to solving not
only communicative and legal problems in courts, police stations, and decision-making
institutions but also issues related to international terrorism.

This study adopts the descriptive reporting and analytical methods. The former
focuses on theoretical, linguistic concepts as well as principles, and real-life examples
while the latter analyzes such principles and concepts pinpointing applied linguistics
aspects manifested in Forensic Linguistics.

This study addresses three dimensions. The first dimension compares linguistic
texts to forensic and legal ones since they act as a means of societal communication, a daily
and social practice, and a humanitarian activity that reflects the communicative, pragmatic
and cultural traditions, beliefs, and norms of any society. The second one presents a
theoretical background in Forensic Linguistics and its connection to other linguistic
branches such as Sociolinguistics, Pragmatics, and Second Language Acquisition...
etc. The third one sheds light on challenges that encounter Forensic Linguistics and that
opportunities must be seized to develop this young science in Arabic studies.

This study finds that Forensic Linguistics ties up with Applied Linguistics. That
is, Forensic Linguistics is an effective means to solve communicative, judicial, and
forensic problems that encounter societies. Besides, it is a real application to linguistic
theories and perspectives derived from law, general linguistics, theories of language
acquisition, and pragmatics. This study also discusses the importance of examining
Forensic Linguistics in Arab studies and involving it in Arab academic institutions such as
universities, colleges and judicial institutions, for proving its effectiveness in the service
of the law and judiciary.

Keywords: Applied linguistics, forensic linguistics, legal linguistics, pragmatics,
sociolinguistics.
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