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The Repetition of the Interrogative
"Aiilah Mae Allah" in Surah An-naml:
The Semantic and Aesthetic
Dimensions

Futaim Ahmed Danawer*

Abstract

This study investigates the repetition of the interrogative sentence “aiilah mae
allah” in Surah An-Naml, in order to reveal one of the linguistic inimitabilities in Holy
Quran, by highlighting the causes of repetition of the sentence in its verbal form as well
as its semantic and phonetic value and impact, and how all of this contributes to the
aesthetics of the textual structure and enables having a vocal rhythm signature in such a
context. To achieve this objective the study followed the stylistic method conflated with
the aesthetic one, and its relevant procedural tools.

The study has discussed the sentence’s position within the text, and its
morphological, syntactical, and semantic structure in order to capture the semantic
and aesthetic dimensions. Therefore, the study has reached the following findings:
the occurrence of different sentences before the repeated one has eventually changed
the semantics of the repeated sentence; the morphological and syntactical structures
animated words with the broadest meaning possible; the position of the repeated sentence
has been found to be instrumental in creating or ‘radiating’ meaning impacting the rest of
the text; and, the repetition of this interrogative structure has been found to have made
it a melodic-rhythmic unit of phonological and auditory effect on our senses and mind.

The researcher recommends carrying out more linguistic studies on the phonic
(phonological) aspect of this repetition phenomenon, given the formal and semantic
value of such a phenomenon on the Holy Quran text.
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