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Resisting Biopolitics: Social Body as
a Main Factor

Doaa Nassar *

Abstract

The paper aims to clarify the resisting biopolitics concept by following Michel
Foucault's philosophy. besides, it investigates the role of resistance as an element that
can make the social body face the biopolitics process which is based on life management
and controlling people. Another objective of the study is to discover the role of the social
body in resisting biopolitics, whether through immunity or intentional confrontation.

The problem of the paper mainly focuses on unclear resistance processes in the
biopolitics case, where these politics are different from their function in the light of hidden
and soft processes. Biopolitics plays a role like an anatomy policy by concentrating on the
body as a machine—improving its capabilities, directing it and integrating it into effective
disciplinary systems—uwhile it is a purpose of death through ethical exclusion and human
classification processes. Thus, biopolitics requires innovative methods to resistance.
In light of the existence of clear forms of resistance historically, the element that must
be rejected or resisted appears clearly, and sovereignty seems clearer when they are
represented by the ruler, i.e. the state system, or the colonizer. However, in the Biopolitics
case which is considered hidden politics, the mission is going to be more complicated in
terms of revealing the nature of these policies and then the possibility of resisting them.

The paper follows an analytical method to achieve the intended goal by seeking
to detect the meaning of the related concept like the resistance concept which relates
to biopolitics processes. The difference between that resistance and the resistance to
authoritarian policies or colonialism is to dismantle forms of resistance. For instance,
the immunity and the intentional confrontation, and the resistance's forms are results
consisting of biopolitics nature and the controlled social body as a counterpart to the
power enters into a relationship with it.

The paper concludes that there is a social body resisting Biopolitics within attempts
in the body and power context, based on conflict and tension, that does not end with the
superiority of one part over another, the social body resistance lies in the continuity of
conflict that creates a new authoritarian style, whereas power produces its permanent
resistance.
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