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Language Proficiency Test between
Arabic and English: A Comparative
Descriptive Study

Mohammad Ibrahim Mohammad AL-Jarrah*

Abstract

The language proficiency tests in many Arabic teaching programs for speakers
of other languages (TASOL) still need to be developed. The Arabic language proficiency
tests have not reached the level of internationally-recognized proficiency tests in some
foreign languages. The objective of this research is to find out the points of agreement
and difference between Arabic and English language proficiency tests from the technical
aspects related to the quality of the questions and its relationship to educational skills,
its formulation, and its number. Based on the comparative approach, we have attempted
to reduce the significant difference between the theoretical and applied developments in
this field between programs of TESOL and programs of TASOL. This is to answer two main
questions: (1) Is there a difference between the contents of English and Arabic language
proficiency tests? (2) What is the extent to which the scientific and practical experiences
related to the language proficiency tests approved in the programs of (TESOL) are used
in developing programs of (TASOL)? The sample of this research consists of two Arabic
proficiency tests, compared with the most famous English proficiency tests, based on
the descriptive inductive approach. The result of the research identifies the fundamental
differences between the Arabic language proficiency test in Arabic for other speakers and
the international English test (IELTS).
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