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Verbal Dueling in Ibn Garcia’s Letter
and Its Refutation of Ibn ad-Dudayn

Abdullah Alsarhan *

Abstract

Ibn Garcia’s (d. late 5th H/11th CE) letter in $u‘libiyyah has generated refutations for
what it posed for Arabs in terms of literal style on one hand, and lampooned Arabs on the
other. The refutations have started with his contemporaries and lasted until recently. Of
many scholars, Ibn ad-Didayn’s (alive in 477 H/1084 CE) refutation has reached us in full.
In order to investigate Ibn Garcia’s and Ibn al-Dudayn’s approaches, | have applied Ward
Parks’s approach of verbal dueling. Therefore, | argue that Ibn Garcia’s letter and Ibn al-
Dudayn’s refutation are two prose naqga’id works according to its established definition by
as-Sayib. Moreover, | argue that although the two works are written, they are considered
to be orally stylized according to Ong’s parameter of oral texts.

I conclude that Ibn Garcia’s letter is dominated by a pre-Islamic retrojection, due
to Ibn Garcia and Ibn al-Didayn’s agreement on the Arabs’ regression at that time as
opposed to the flourishing time of Ibn Garcia. The style of comparison comes second in
Ibn Garcia’s letter by which he attributes virtues to ‘Agam (non-Arabs) and strips them
from Arabs to prevent his opponent from claiming them.

Ibn al-Dudayn refutes Ibn Garcia’s claims mainly by using attribution and
evaluation against Ibn Garcia’s retrojection. Added to the attribution and evaluation, Ibn
al-Dudayn also uses the style of comparison to refute Ibn Garcia’s. The retrojection style
is a weak point in Ibn al-Dudayn’s refutation because Arab culture was flourishing in lbn
al-Dudayn’s present time as opposed to the past that Ibn Garcia refered to.

Finally, it is worth noting that both Ibn Garcia and Ibn al-Didayn have shown
similar strategies in using identification style and projection style with further elaboration
by Ibn al-Dudayn, even though Ibn Garcia’s target in those two styles was clearer than of
Ibn a-Jazzar.
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