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The Ownership of Slaves and Enslaved
Women and Its Impact on Individual and
Collective Immigration during the First and
Second Abbasid Eras (132-320 AH/750-932 AD)

Maryam Ibraheem Alkandari *

Abstract

The trade of enslaved males and females is an ancient human practice. This study
discusses the hypothesis that slavery was a substantial factor in individual and collective
immigration. Due to their political and cultural features, the first and second Abbasid eras
(132-320 AH/750-932 AD) are still able to arouse the interest of historians and researchers.
This study aims to highlight the issue of compulsory immigration in the Abbasid State as
a manifestation of the social strata produced by the consequences of slavery. The study
aims to reveal the results of this legal practice for slaves coerced into migration in the
Abbasid era.

This is a socio-historical study that follows a historical-analytical descriptive
method. It investigates the impact of imposed external immigration linked to the trading of
female slaves as an example of individual and collective coerced immigration of enslaved
individuals during the Abbasid era. This type of immigration is considered a significant
social factor in the social mobility of slave women, particularly in the social hierarchy of
the Abbasid court. The study discusses cases of agency of female slaves, including the
Ummahat al-Awlad (mothers of children), who had various origins. It observes that these
women attempted to modify their status and relations to prove themselves and improve
their portrayal. This agency was part of an effort to move to a higher social position in the
Abbasid court.

The study also concentrates on the Turkish origin of some of the women in
question, as this element is closely related to the hypothesis of the current research. The
social scene of the ethnic affiliation of some slave women, specifically their Turkish origin,
had a role in the immigration and forced displacement of slaves of similar ethnicity. This
ethnic affiliation has resulted in a remarkable change and tangible social effects at both
the individual and societal levels.

Slavery is a symbol of subjection, oppression, and migration. However, in some
circumstances, it can be a considerable factor in societal transformations and can lead to
new statuses for certain individuals and groups.

Keywords: Slavery, enslaved women, immigration, Ummahat al-Awlad, Turkish
origin.
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