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Factors Influencing the Formation of the Polit-
ical Decision in the Umayyad Era: the Rulers of

the Princes as a Model (41-64 AH /661-684 AD)
Historical Study

Khalood Salim Ba Hashwan*

Abstract

This study aimed to reveal the role of some forces in shaping the political decision
in the Sufiyan period of the Umayyad era, and focused on clarifying the role of one of the
groups (the crown princes and the Umayyad princes). As for the problem of this study, it
was represented in the fact that the authority of the Umayyad caliph is in fact governed
by many factors, influences and conditions that the caliph must take into account in one
way or another when exercising his direct and indirect powers . Therefore, the authority
of the Umayyad caliph can be described as relatively absolute due to the influence of
many internal and external forces and factors. Given the importance of these forces and
their effective role in making and shaping the political decision in the Umayyad state, this
study came to answer the following question: What is the role of the crown princes and
Umayyad princes in shaping the political decision in the Umayyad era? In this study, the
researcher relied on the historical, descriptive, and analytical method, which is based on
collecting and analyzing the historical narratives to reach the results of the study. The
study concluded a number of results, most notably: the authority of the Umayyad caliph in
decision-making was relatively governed by several influential factors and forces, with a lot
of overlap in the influence of the crown princes and princes. The crown princes are mainly
Umayyad princes. The researcher recommends conducting more comparative studies to
search for the factors and influences in political decision-making in the Umayyad era, in
comparison with those in the Abbasid era.

Keywords: Political decision, Umayyad, crown princes, Umayyad princes, decision-
making.
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