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A Comparison between the Poem of
"O Tigris of Goodness" by Al-Jawabhiri,
and "Egypt" by Hafez Ibrahim: A
Neoclassical Perspective
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Hamid Abaszadeh **

Abstract

The comparison of two poets is considered an ancient heritage in Arabic poetry.
This study compares Al-Jawahiri’s poem “O Tigris of Goodness" and Hafez Ibrahim’s
poem "Egypt", who both relied on neoclassicism in their poetic approach, in which both
of them adopt the rich formal and semantic literary heritage of ancient poets. Each of
them added a touch of artistic creativity to their poems. In this regard, the study uses the
in-depth descriptive method, which reviews the commonalities and salient differences
between neoclassicism of the two poems. Therefore, the study shows a comprehensive
consideration of the two poems from an artistic point of view, as in ideas, music and
related pictures. It also compares them in the political, social, human and contemplative
direction, and highlights the differences between the two poets in the poetic doctrine,
their style, their personality, and the formal and semantic characteristics of their poetry.

Finally, | have come to the conclusion that Al-Jawahiry’s poem unleashes his
nostalgia in exile, by adopting the method of imitation, whereas in Hafez’s poem, his pride
for his country, Egypt, and its ancient history is strongly expressed. Al-Jawahiri’s poem
and its meaning, combines tenderness and strength, whereas Hafez’s poem has words
that are easy to take and to understand. From a semantic point of view, each of them
highlighted what stirred in their minds regarding their poetic subject. From a pictorial
point of view, Al-Jawahiri’s poem enjoys intense poetic imagery, whereas Hafez’s poem
falls short of this in terms of quantity and quality. It has turned out in this study that the
poetic doctrine of Al-Jawahiry combines classicism and modernity, and so his personality
was oscillating between visibility and invisibility. Hafez’s poetic doctrine is nothing more
than classicism, the reason why his personality hid behind the traditional frameworks.
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