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How the Sons of Ishmael Defeated the
Persians and the Romans? The Early
Christian Interpretation of the Victory
of Islam

Awad lbn Abdullah Ibn Nahee*

Abstract

The rise of Islam and its crushing victories over the Byzantine and Sasanian
empires represented a state of intellectual debate in Christian societies that tried to explain
all these events in the light of different visions. Thus, the present study aims to clarify
these details of interpretation and their intellectual motivations during the early Islamic
time. Al-Bayhaqi’s account of how some Najranite Christian clerics depict the emergence
of the Prophet Muhammad -peace be upon him- and predict how Islam will win can be
regarded as a model case in which the present study assumes its argument to produce a
clear answer concerning the early Christian interpretation of Islam. This reflects a problem
that was represented in the fact that early Muslim sources say nothing regarding this
account which brings us to the theory of “the expansion of the historical narrative” that
may consider such a story as a later and legend narrative rather than an actual event.

Therefore, the present study adopts a fixed historical research in studying and
analyzing what was recorded by the other side, meaning early Christian communities who
were contemporary to the rise of Islam and the subsequent incidents. Those Christian
communities expressed their view in evident narratives that mostly concern the term "Sons
of Ishmael" and also connected it to the Old Testament. As a result, the understanding of
the full context should begin by examining the roots of early Christian writings about
the Arabs prior to the rise of Islam and even later accounts that also tried to interpret
early Islam. All that undoubtedly will provide us with evident answers and important
conclusions. One of them is that Al-Bayhaqi’s account seems close to the early Christian
interpretation of Islamic victory. In other words, the adoption of the Old Testament's texts
appears present in such interpretations which agree that the Arabs are the race of Ishmael
in addition to the promise of Ishmaelites victory over other peoples. Also, the polemic
conflicts among Christian churches seem present which can be read in "the Wrath of
God upon Christians". The expansion of Christian context towards the victory of Islam
appears clear in later Christian writings that claim fabricated roles by Christian figures
living during the rise of Islam, and also in other writings that connected early Islamic
conquests to natural phenomena occurring during that time.
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