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The Nature of Faith from a Contemporary
Perspective: Abu Al-Hasan Al-Ash'ari as a Model

Mesfer Alhayyani

Philosophy Department, College of Arts, Kuwait University

Abstract

Faith is one of the topics that occupied the minds of philosophers and theologians
throughout history. Philosophical questions have been raised to explore the religious
context, beliefin God, and whether there was a sufficient evidence to support the truth of the
proposition of faith. However, this study focuses on contemporary philosophical debates
that regard faith as a mental state, with the aim of knowing the necessary conditions
that must be fulfilled in a person’s mind in order to have faith, whether the propositional
content of faith is religious or not. This study adopts a contemporary concept of faith in
which faith includes three necessary components: a cognitive component, an affective/
evaluative component, and steadfastness in the light of contrary evidence. The question
posed in this study is the following: if we review the concept of faith among Islamic
theologians from a contemporary perspective (i.e., faith as a mental state), what are the
necessary conditions that must be met to have faith? This study attempts to answer this
question through a new formulation of the position of Islamic theology towards the nature
of faith. This study focuses on the concept of faith from Abu al-Hasan al-Ash’ari’s view, as
a model of faith in Islamic theology.

This study concludes that Abu al-Hasan al-Ash’ari’s concept of faith appears

very close to the contemporary concept, as both concepts consist of the same
basic components. Moreover, this study raises more questions about the contemporary
concept of faith as an attempt to open new horizons for reviving the discussions of Islamic
theology by studying its topics in a contemporary philosophical context.

Keywords: Faith, Mental state, Cognitive component, Evaluative component,
steadfastness in the light of contrary evidence, Abu Al-Hasan Al-Ash’ari.
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