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ABSTRACT

CHARACTERISTICS AND DETERMINANTS OF PERFOR-
MANCE AMONG KUWAITI WOMEN-OWNED FIRMS

ABDULLAH KH. AL-OWAIHAN
MERZA H. HASAN
AWAD M. AL-ZUFAIRI

Kuwait University

A Stepwise regression analysis, a discriminant-analysis, and a stepwise
discriminant-analysis were used in order to determine factor(s) that distinguish
successful Kuwaiti small business women’s firms from unsuccessful Kuwaiti
small business women’s firms. Thirteen factors were utilized for analysis
(experience, years of experience, women’s level of education, husband level of
education, the size of the firm, father’s job, number of partners, age of the firm,
age of women, number of children, social status, managerial style, and marital
status). The final results show that, only two factors could predict the sales of
these firms and only five factors (father’s job, marital status, managerial style,
years of experience, and age of the firms) were able to distinguish successful
from unsuccessful firms. The model correctly predicts 87% of the cases and
explains 61.6 percent of the variance of contributing factors.
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