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ABSTRACT

PLANING PRACTICES OF SMALL FIRMS
IN THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

FUAD N. AL-SHAIKH
United Arab Emirates University

This study aimed at (1) investigating the extent to which small businesses in the
United Arab Emirates set short-term plans and (2) identifying who is involved in
planning, and the information included in the plan. Results indicated that. the
majority of the responding firms (86%) reported to have short-term plans. However,
only (56%) of these firms presented documented plans. The results also indicated
that the planning process is centralized and the typical plan includes earning, sales,
and cash flow projections. Finally, some recommendations for promotion and
development of planning skills in the context of small businesses were made.
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