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ABSTRACT

The Extent of Women's Empowerment in the Accounting and Auditing
Profession in the Jazan Region: An Exploratory Study

Mohammed H. Alfify
Jazan University, KSA

Purpose: This study examines the barriers and challenges hindering the empower-
ment of Saudi women in the accounting and auditing profession. Specifically, it evalu-
ates the influence of professional training, decision-making participation, effective
communication, and delegation of authority on women's engagement in this field.
Study design/methodology/approach: A descriptive-analytical approach was em-
ployed, utilizing a structured questionnaire for data collection.

Sample and data: Data were collected from a purposive sample of 141 female gradu-
ates and employees working in the field of accounting and auditing. Data were ana-
lyzed using descriptive statistical methods.

Results: The results revealed both structural and societal barriers that hinder women's
participation in accounting and auditing. These barriers include insufficient training
and challenges associated with social traditions. The study also emphasized the neces-
sity for women to gain greater authority and opportunities in professional decision-
making, enabling them to play a more effective role in this field.

Originality/value: The study provides a detailed exploration of the challenges faced
by Saudi women in the accounting and auditing profession in the Jazan region. It iden-
tifies key factors that influence their participation and proposes solutions to enhance
women’s empowerment in these vital fields.

Research limitations/implications: The study was confined to a specific area, the
Jazan region of Saudi Arabia, which may exhibit distinct social and cultural contexts.
Additionally, the research focused solely on the accounting and auditing sector, which
means that the findings may not be applicable to other professional sectors that en-
counter different challenges in empowering Saudi women.

Keywords: Empowering Saudi Women, Accounting and Auditing, Challenges and
Opportunities, Jazan Region, Women's Participation.
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