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Reflections on Tests in Arabic as a Foreign Language

Abstract

The present study criticizes and diagnoses several tests forms of

ArabicasasecondlanguageinfourJordanianuniversities:University

of Jordan, Yarmouk University, Al Al Bait University, Al Zarqa’

NationalUniversity. The studied tests were examined two times: one

to test the linguistic level of learners, and the other to examine the

historical sequence of such tests.

The researcher started by addressing some specifications in these

tests, then examined and analyzed tow questions found in such tests,

thoseconcerninggrammarandvocabulary thenmoved to identifying

some problems in these tests.

When reviewing such tests, one is astonished and puzzled as he

notices different kinds of chaos, leading to conclude that such tests

were established without any clear outline and that they were built in

hasteandthat thetestdeveloperputs inthesetestswhateverhedesires.

The efforts of the study were not limited to criticizing these tests

and identifying the negative aspects found in them, as it proposes

alternatives to straighten out negative aspects. Sometimes, the

researcher proposed some formulas that he thought are more able

to identify the real linguistic competent of the examinees. He also

proposes somemethods that aremore efficient in identifying reading

comprehension of the examinees and are also more able to measure

their competence in employing the linguistic and semantic structures.
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