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Lessons of Arabic Rhetoric
A Review and Modification; The Case of Predication

Abstract

This monograph introduces the concept of reincarnation of research in rhetoric
and the blind citing of references without verifying their sources or improving on
their content. Such copious relay of sources does not delete redundancies or include
new additions of later periods; it neither proposes new examples nor does it exclude
examples cited out of context.

This status quo reflects a state of stagnation in the history of rhetorical studies
despite the ‘theoretical’ calls to renovate the field which unfortunately have not
materialized in a fully-fledged model that can add, eliminate and rejuvenate the
static imitations of earlier models.

The present study is a practical example of rejuvenating the fields of rhetorical
studies by bridging the loopholes of criticism channelled at the cases of predication.
The author has availed himself of years of experience in using the traditional
approach in teaching university students.

This particular field of rhetorical studies was selected by virtue of being the first
chapter of the majority of classical books on rhetoric in the post-Sakkaki era. To
this day, it is often included in the introduction of many contemporary rhetorical
textbooks. It is conceivable to begin our rejuvenation process by tackling a relatively
short field of rhetoric as a prelude to further more complex fields in volume and
content.
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