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Abu-Tammam: Friendship Generates
Soul and Words

A Textual Reading of his Poetry Praising Ibn-Hassan:
«Alhamziya» as a Model

Abstract

It is well known that Abu Tammam was a conflicting poet, as he broke regular
or habitual poetic styles thet were known in his era. He was involved in composing a
new form of poems named "AL-Badee'a". However, this had created him, from within
his society, many adversaries who found in his individual poetic style the opposite
direction of what they used to say and hear. As a result, Abu Tammam needed high
socially ranked friends to support and enforce his poetic innovation. "Ibn-Hassan"
was one of those true and close friends. Consequently, Abu Tammam composed four
poems to praise him, one of which was ("Al- hamziyah") the best known and most
mature. This poem has made a fine art, because the poet highlighted a great skill in
the formulation of the poem.

The poem was based on the sorts of inner struggle about two different kinds of
friends: one, an open adversary, and second, a close friend. This paradox brought a
wide variety of words and things driven by opposite incentives formed a vital new
text, image, rhythm and others. The result of the internal reading to this poem came to
the conclusion that this poem composes a dramatic text, began negatively and ended
positively, and between the start and the end, a violent conflict with the self and the
other led to a unity of text with a variety of elements and a multiplicity of forms thet
are combined and interwoven together.
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