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consequences to that: 1- the widespread emergence of what I call Conspiring

bilingualism which makes most Tunisians inclined to use French instead of
Arabic, for example, in writing their bank checks, in pronouncing numbers and
signing. Furthermore, the Tunisian majority hardly manifests psychological
and social attitudes as well as behaviors in favor of the defense of Arabic.
This set of indicators appears to be more pronounced among Tunisian women.
It is bound to have negative impact on the relation of the younger generation
with Arabic. 2- Conspiring Tunisian bilingualism is often associated with a
set of behaviors which alludes to various signs of a troubled Tunisian identity
ranging from light confused identity, split personality to full denial of having
Arab identity particularly among political, intellectual and feminine elites
of bilingual Western oriented education as explained in parts two and three
of this paper. As such, symptoms 1 and 2 express that Tunisians before and
after the Revolution still have a real problem with their national language.
In opposition to that, Tunisian graduates of the Zeituna education system
show strong commitment for the Arab identity, because Arabic is the primary
language of learning and teaching in the Zeituna educational institutions. This
educational system or a similar one is the appropriate fit alternative for the
solution of the problem of Arabic in today Tunisia.

Key Words : language, Man's identity, Tunisian society, Conspiring bilingualism,
troubled Tunisian identity.

* The Relationship between Language and Identity in Theory and Reality:
Tunisian Society as a Case Study
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Identity and Language:
with Reference to Theory and Reality:
A Tunisian Society Model

Abstract®

This research paper presents a new epistemological perspective on the
relation between languages and the identities of individuals and societies. This
perspective states that man’s use of language in both written and oral forms
is what distinguishes most the human being from the rest of living creatures.
As such, language is the first determinant factor of man’s identity as a unique
being on earth. From a basic research view, man is considered a linguistic
being by nature. This theoretical outlook on language’s crucial role in shaping
the features of man’s identity is hardly referred to in modern Western social
sciences as pointed out in the first part of this paper. Indicators based on
empirical observations from the reality of individuals and societies strengthen
the credibility of the strong link between language and identity called for
by the assumption of the theoretical level. Many field research observations
show that individuals in unilingual societies define their identities according
to that single language as found, for instance, in Germany, France and Italy.
Multilingual societies support as well the idea of the firm relation between
languages and identities among individuals and societies as the cases of
Iraq and Canada show. Kurdish Iraqis manifest stronger belonging to their
Kurdish identity than to the Arab Iraqi identity, because Kurdish is their
first language. Likewise, Quebeckers in Canada give priority to their French
speaking identity. In its second and third parts, this piece of research studies
bilingualism in Tunisian society which uses Arabic (the national language)
and French (a foreign colonial language). Despite the widespread use of
the latter especially among the elites as well as the superior and the middle
classes, there of people’s identity is hardly any tendency among them to desire
having a French identity. This would imply that the native language remains
the decisive determining force of people’s identity as seen above. Yet, the
widespread French use in Tunisia is far from being a safe practice for the
normal relation between Tunisian women and men and Arabic. There are two
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