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Monograph (667)

A

Abstract

Corruption in its various forms is one of the major obstacles to economic and social
development and economic growth; it reduces FDI and public revenues; weakens po-
litical legitimacy; promotes discrimination and inequalities; and leads to high poverty
rates and a decline in political confidence and social trust. Accordingly, this research
aims to monitoring the impact of perceived corruption on the representations of the
State; disclosure of the cultural meanings and representations of corruption; exploring
the effects of perceived corruption at levels of political confidence; and monitoring
the impacts of perceived corruption on levels of social trust. To achieve the research's
objectives, the researcher uses an anthropological qualitative methodology relied upon
participant observation, semi-structured interviews. The findings reveal that perceived
corruption and corruption discourse negatively affect the cultural representations of the
State. Corruption discourse and the negative representations of the State lead to lower
levels of political confidence and social trust. Corruption's perceptions and cultural
meanings vary according to social norms, traditions and moral codes across cultures.
Additionally, research findings highlight a representation of corruption termed as "justi-
fied corruption and revealed an impact of perceived corruption on political trust levels.
This is because corruption leads to poor government performance, reduces trust in the
government and its ability to meet citizens' demands, and undermines trust in insti-
tutional effectiveness, integrity, and fairness. Finally, research findings illustrate the

impact of perceived corruption and corruption discourse on social trust.

Keywords: Perceived Corruption, Cultural Meaning of Corruption, Corruption Dis-

course, Justified Corruption, Political Confidence, Social Trust.
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