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Bertolt Brecht, Poems 1913-1956, London: Routledge, 1980, p. - Y
294.
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Umberto Eco, Interpretation and Overinterpretation, Cambridge: — V*
Cambridge University Press, 1992, pp. 29-30.
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Preserved Smith, The Life and Letters of Martin Luther, London:
Routledge, 1968, p. 202.

David B. Edwards, Before Taliban: Genealogies of the Afghan
Jihad, Berkeley Los Angeles London: University of California
Press, 2002, p. 218.
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Micheal Futrell, “Banned Books in the Lenin Library,” Soviet
Studies (Jan., 1959), vol. 10, no. 3, p. 280.
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Works of John Milton, Bowles and Dearborn, Harvard: Harvard
University, 1826, Vol. 2, p. 22.
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Hidden Interpretation:
The Cultural Contexts of the Destruction
of Books in Arab Islamic Civilization

Abstract

This research examines the phenomenon of the destruction of
books in Arabic culture. It considers four common aspects of the
phenomenon that appear in other cultures: burning, dumping, burial and
cutting. Its main aim is twofold: to explore a number of aspects of this
cultural phenomenon and to identify the contexts hidden within. To this
end, three modes of the destruction of books are investigated: writing and
burning, writing and dumping, and censorship. The attempted inter-
pretation of these activities is based on two major questions: How have
some Arabic books been frequently destroyed throughout history? What
are the contexts that hide behind this phenomenon? The answer to the
first question is based on a historical review and scrutiny of various
events, while the second question is addressed by trying to uncover the
hidden reasons for disregarding the supposed answer to the question of
why they have been destroyed. Six contexts are identified as appearing to
control this phenomenon: the memory of orality and of literacy, writing
and bookshops, writing and construction, people and the book, multiple
levels of meaning and the book as material.
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