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A

Abstract

This study aims to analyze the factors affecting the escalation of the Chinese role in
the Gulf region during the period (2021-2023). The study argues that the Saudi-Iranian
rapprochement came as a result of the emergence of regional and international leaders
that played a major role in that rapprochement. Methodology: This study relied on the
decision-making analysis approach. This research also relies on the structural approach
in analyzing the global Chinese rise in the Gulf region. In addition to using secondary
sources such as books, research, and studies, the research is a field study conducted
by the researcher in the capital, Beijing, in the People's Republic of China, during the
period between May 29-June 2, 2023, which included visiting a number of Chinese
research centers with the aim of conducting personal interviews. Results: The study
concluded that the Saudi-Iranian agreement came as a result of the influence of the po-
litical leaderships in Saudi Arabia, Iran and China, which adopted that agreement under
the influence of regional and international changes and the promotion of their national,
regional and international interests. Kuwait can also benefit from these regional chang-
es in maximizing its sovereign gains, especially in resuming negotiations with Iran on
the continental shelf and the Dorra field, with the participation of the Saudi side as a
partner in the Dorra field.

Keywords: Gulf-Chinese relations, Gulf security, Tripartite Agreement 2023, Belt and

Road Initiative, Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership.
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