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Preliminary Report of the 1994 Excavations at Berenike (Egyptian
Red Sea Coast) and the Survey of the Eastern Desert. Leiden
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University Research School of Asian, African and Amerindian
Studies CNWS, Leiden, Netherlands. 1995.

Sidebotham, S.E., and W.Z. Wendrich (editors) Berenike 1995:
Preliminary Report of the 1995 Excavations at Berenike (Egyptian
Red Sea = Coast) and the Survey =of the Eastern Desert. Leiden
University Research =School of Asian, African and Amerindian
Studies CNWS, Leiden, Netherlands. 1996.

Sidebotham, S.E., and W.Z. Wendrich (editors) Berenike 1996:
Report of the 1996 Excavations at Berenike (Egyptian Red Sea
Coast) and the Survey of the Eastern Desert. Leiden University
Research School of Asian, African and Amerindian Studies CNW'S,
Leiden, Netherlands. 1998.

Sidebotham, S.E., and W.Z. Wendrich (editors) Berenike 1997:
Report of the 1997 Excavations at Berenike and the survey of the
Egyptian Eastern Desert, Including Excavation at Sbensbef. Leiden
University Research School of Asian, African and Amerindian
Studies CNWS, Leiden, Netherlands. 1999.

Sidebotham, S.E., and W.Z. Wendrich (editors) Berenike 1998:
Report of the 1998 Excavations at Berenike and the Survey of the
Egyptian Eastern Desert, Including Excavation at Wadi Kalalat.
Leiden University Research School of Asian, African and Amer-
indian Studies CNWS, Leiden, Netherlands. 2000.

Sidebotham, S.E., and W.Z. Wendrich (editors) Berenike 1999-
2000: Report in the Excavations at Berenike and the Survey of the
Eastern Desert, Including the Survey of Sikait. Cotsen Institute of
Archaeology at UCLA Publications. Los Angeles. 2006.

R.S. Bagnall. C.C. Helms, and A.M.F.W. Verhoogt. Documents
from Berenike Vol. I. Greek Ostraka from the 1996-1998 Seasons.
Papyrologrica Bruxellenisa 31 (2000) PP: 1-84.

R.S. Bagnall. C.C. Helms, and A.M.F.W. Verhoogt. Documents
from Berenike Vol. II. Greek Ostraka from the 1999-2000 Seasons.
2005.

O. Bod. I.No. 195-304.
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25 - R.T.J. Cappers, Roman Foodprints at Berenike. Los Angeles. 2006.
P.3.

26 - Strabo. XVIL. 25, 45.Cf., PME. 1.
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Kirwan, Siv L.P. "where to look for the Ancient port of Leuke Kome" in
Studies in the History of Arabia Vol Il edited by Al-Ansary. Riyadh.
1984. PP: 55-61.
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M.Vander Veen, "Remains from Roman and Medieval Quseir al-Qadim"

in J.C.M. starkey (ed), People of the Red Sea. II 2005 PP: 123-130.
Cf, Hélene Cuvigny (ed), La Route de Myos Hormos. IFA0. 2003

29 - Pliny, VI 26.103.
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35- W.Z. Wenderich, "The Relations between Berenike, Schenshef and
the Nile Valley". In Life on the Fringe Living in the Southern
Egyptian Deserts during the Roman and Early- Byzantine Periods.
(ed) by Olaf. E.Kaper. Leiden (1998) P. 246.
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44 - J.Keay., The Spice Route. London. 2005 PP: 54-71.Casson, Periplus
Maris Erythraei Princeton. 1989. PP: 11-12.
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55- S.E. Sidebotham, Roman Economic Poliy in the Erythrean

Thalassa. 30 B.C-217AD. Leiden 1989. PP:130-155.
56 - PME. 19.
57 - Strabo. XVI. 798.

58 - L.Casson, "P.Vindob. G.40822 and the Shipping of Goods from
India "BASP23 (1986) PP: 73-79.

59 - P. Cairo. Zen. 59015 (257 -250BC).
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S.L. Wallace, Taxation in Egypt from Augustus to Diocletian. New York.
1937.PP: 225-7.

60 - Pliny. VIXXIV.84.

61 - Sijpesteijn P.J., Customs Duties in Graeco-Roman Egypt. Zutphen.
1987. PP:92-93.

62 - O.Berenike. LII.

63 - Sijpesteijn, P.J.op.cit, p.8.

64 - O. Berenike II. No. 136-141.

65 - Bagnall, R.S. Documents from Berenike II 2005. P. 51.

66 - O. Ber. II No, 136-141.

67 - O. Ber. II No, 136 (BC. 1- AD.1), 219 (AD. 6).

68 - O Ber. II No, 137 (AD.65), 138 (AD.66), 139 (AD. 66), 140 (AD. 68).
69 - O. Ber. II No, 141 (AD.72).
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71 - O. Ber. II No, 137 (AD.65), 139 (AD.66) and 1402 (AD. 68).
72 - O. Ber. II No, 137 (AD.65), 139 (AD.66) and 140 (AD. 68).
73 - O. Ber. II No, 136, 137, 138, 140. 1402.

74 - O. Ber. II No, 139, 141.

75 - Bagnall,R.S. Op.Cit. P.8.

76 - P.MLE. 6.
77 - PME. 24.
78 - PME. 28.
79 - PME. 39.
80 - Strabo XVLIIL.9.
81 - PME. 49.

82 - O. Petr. 289 (AD.160-161), 241 (AD. 35) and 290 (AD. 62).
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84 - 0O.Ber. No. 88.

85 - R.S. Bagnall, Greek Ostraca from Berenike. 1. 2000 P. 18.

86 - O.Ber. No.2.

87 - 0. Ber. No. 15, 28, 60, 61, 74.

88 - 0O.Ber. No.59.

89 - 0O.Ber. No.26, 55, 57, 149.

90 - O.Ber. No.104.

91 - O.Ber. No.1, 6, 11, 19, 29, 34.

92 - O.Ber. No.24.

93 - 0O.Ber. No. 5, 51, 94.

94 - 0. Ber. No. 90.

95 - 0. Ber. No. No. 2, 16, 35.

96 - O. Ber. No. 53.

97 - 0., Ber. No. 9, 30.
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98 - Pliny. XII. XLIIL.84.
99 - Wallace. Op. Cit. P255.
100- Pliny, VLXXVIL.106.
101 - O.Ber. 46, 70,76.
102- O. Ber.81, 148.

103- O. Ber. 49.

104- O. Ber. 17.

105- O. Ber. 145.

106- O.Ber. 8.

107- O.Ber. 79.

108- O. Petr. 224, 240.
109- O. Ber. 91.

110- O. Ber. 20, 48.

111- O. Ber. 1. 88.
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117- Pliny. NH.XIL.41, cf.,PME.no 39,48.

118- PME. Nol0,11,12,13.

119- MPE.no.7, 10, 24.

120- Plinny. NH. XII; 35-69.
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Meredith, D. "Bernice Troglodytia" JEA i, Troglodytes

(1957) PP: 56-70 cf, Tomber, R. "Trglodites and trogodites:

Exploring interaction on the Red Sea during the Roman Period" in

people of the Red Sea II by J.C.M Starkey (ed) 2005.
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Port of Bernike and its role in the Eastern

Trade of Roman Empire

Abstract

During Ptolemaic and Roman periods, Egyptian rulers’ interest in
Eastern trade required subsequent concern in two issues: first, setting up
harbours alongside the Red Sea coasts; second, paving roads that linked
the Nile with the Red sea. As for the former, many harbours were built
on the Egyptian Red Sea coasts listed from the North to the South as
follows:

1- Arsinoi or Quilzam (=Suez), 2-Myos Hormos (= Ancient
Qusair), 3- Philoteirs (= Gasos Berth), 4-Leukos Limen (= Qusair), 5-
Nechesia (=Nakari Cape), 6- Berenike (=Hurras City)

The first part of this paper focuses on the port of Berenike. The
paper begins with an analytical review of the sources especially periplus
maris Erythraei, Plinius, Historia Naturalis and Strabo, Geography XVI-
XVII. Moreover, the study covers the relationship between Berenike’s
port and the eastern costs of Africa, Arabia Pennesula and India. This
part ended by elaborating the rule of Berenike’s portin the eastern trade
of Roman Empire.

The second part deals with the roads which link the Red Sea and
the Nile Valley especially Berenike Copats road. Seven remarks are
pointed on this road which are, road’s importance, region management,
payments and fees, security, inhabitants and laborers, means of
transportation, and water resources. An appendix of map and references
are provided.
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