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This study concluded that the concept of public space is more
ideological than scientific in the Arab World. This is why it prefers to use
the concept of “imaginary media” which can be operational within the
Arab cultural and political context. To achieve this, it retraces the
context of development of television channels in the Arab World and
analyzes the contribution of rational and emotional discourses illustrated
clearly through the narration, in the rise of this “imaginary media” and
its challenges.

Key-words: public space, civil society, citizenship, public service,
imaginary media, representation, public opinion, narration, myth,
mediation.
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Public Space or Imaginary Media?
Theoretical Approach to the Representation
of Television in the Arab World

Abstract

This study attempts to identify sources of the concept of public
space since the time of the “philosophy of enlightenment”. The concept
has been used in the social sciences since the German philosopher
Habermas Jurgan has demonstrated its invaluable role in the rise of

modern democracies.

This study highlighted the epistemological limits of this concept
revealed by the evolution of means of mass and individual communica-
tion and economic transformations that have changed social relations
and political action in modern societies, erasing the boundaries between

public and private life.

Critics including the public space, as defined by Habermas, have

been the subject that focused on the following:

1 - the idealization of the role of public space that will privatize more
in modern democratic societies;

2 - overestimation of the contribution of rational discourse in its
training, as

3 - failure of other forms of popular public spaces based on non-
discursive discourse (narrative, myths), which equates the only

public space central to a rational phenomenon.

This study questions the validity of the concept of public space in
the Arab world in light of the fragility, if not the absence of certain
constituent elements, such as civil society, citizenship, participation
policy in managing the city, freedom and democracy, the public service in
the media sector, and the separation between the public and private

sectors.
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