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Instruments for Settling Disputes among
EU Member States and their Relevance
to GCC and Arab League

Abstract

This research is centered on the ways of settling peacefully the disputes
and conflicts that arose and are still arising amongst the member states of the
European Union (EU), amongst the EU member states and EU institutions,
or even amongst individuals and EU member states. The study addresses the
instruments which have been employed to peacefully settle the disputes
rather than the reasons lying behind them. The main research question is to
see whether the EU countries have employed instruments comparable to
those used by the UN, such as reconciliation, good offices, intercessions,
negotiations, and arbitration. Then, a comparison is drawn between EU
conflict settlement tools and those utilized by Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) countries and the Arab League. The results show that while EU tools
are institutional, the GCC ones are highly personalized through the supreme
will of kings, princes and sultans. Finally, the study addresses the Arab
League’s tools for settling inter-Arab conflicts and how these tools can
benefit from the EU ones.
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