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Cired

Sakifa Day and the Election of Abu Bakr Al-Siddiq
A Comparative and Analytical Study
of the Events of Sakifa Day

Abstract

Following the death of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) in
Medina during the month of Rabi-Al-Awal of the eleventh year of the
Hijrah, the Muslims in the city were divided into two groups over the issue of
succession to the prophet. One group composed of the Ansar (citizens of
Medina of the Khazraj and some of the Aws tribes) met in the Sakifa of Bani
Sa’eda and chose Saad bin Ubadah to be the first caliph to the prophet.
Meanwhile the other group composed of the Muhajirun (Migrants from
Mecca to Medina following the rise of Islam) chose Abu Bakr Al-Siddiq as
their nominee to the vacant position. The two groups later held a joint
meeting in the Sakifa which ended in affirming the Caliphate to Abu Bakr.
This agreement was reached on the same day of the death of the prophet.

Historical sources provide two narrations of the events of the day. The
first is very brief and shows a smooth meeting in which both the Ansar and
Muhajirum agreed on the Caliphate of Abu Bakr with no considerable
hesitation. The second group is very detailed and clearly shows a stormy
meeting. The discussion, it is reported, was so heated that the Ansar
threatened to force their Muhajirun brethren out of Medina and, therefore,
the process of choosing Abu Bakr as a Caliph was not as smooth as the first
narration presented it to be.

This is a comparative and analytical study of these two narrations
which focuses on the similarities and differences between them, in an attempt
to draw as close a picture as possible to what happened in the meeting of
Sakifa and the ensuing result of electing Abu Bakr as a Caliph.
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