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Using Legends in the Arabic Contemporary Novel
Abstract

This research deals with the concept of legends and their parts with
relevance to literature. All literary trends/schools, whether classical or
realistic, have dealt with legends one way or another. Legends are
considered an important source of literary creativity, particularly the
creativity used in novel writing. This is because legends started in the past
in the form of story telling.

In this research, I studied four novels by four writers who belong to
different literary schools. Every writer uses legends in his own way. These
novels are: "Hadrat Al Muhtaram" by Najeeb Mahfooz, "Fasad Al
Amkina" by Sabri Mousa, "Al Dumya" by Ibraheem Al Kawni, "Al-
Zwail by Jamal Al- Ghitani. These writers strove to endow their novels a
legendary atmosphere through the following:

1. Using Legendary Language: The writers used surreal language which
clearly gave a legendary style to the novel.

2. Using Legendary Scenery: These writers depicted a magical picture of
the scene thus making it far from being realistic and not characterized
by restricted indications. This made the scene seem clearly legendary.

3. Using Legendary Characters: The writers created legendary characters
that moved from a realistic tangible world to a symbolic world full of
general cosmic indications.
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