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The Philosophy of Death in the Elegy
of Hutheil’s Poets:
Sakhr Al-Ghay Al-Huthaly as a Sample

Abstract

This study investigates the principled thoughts and philosophy of the
Jahili person toward the human existence through the examination of
Sakhr Al-Ghay’s elegies as a repesentative of Hutheil’s poets in order
to arrive at a thorough understanding of their philosophy of death as
offered in their elegy. The study assumes that human beings since
primitive times have built a controversial relationship in their vision of
life and death when they started searching for the secret of existence as
compared with some natural phenomena. Hutheil’s poet is no different
than the poets of his time in this regard, because the issue of existence
was the foremost concern that preoccupied his mythological thinking.
His stance toward death, as he stood condoling his brother, was at first
one of denial, formed by his deep love to his brother, but then he gave
in to the mighty power of nature and destiny.

In Mr. Al-Huthaly’s view of life and death is a creation of a group
of nature’s creatures existing in correlation to his dead brother. He
believed that these creatures, or some of them, like the female eagle
and the hyena, were able to beat the power of nature and destiny, since
they live in strongholds up in the mountain, But thereafter he realized
that these creatures could not beat death. Connecting these creatures
with the person being condoled made the poet realize that all creatures,
strong and weak, yield to death by other living creatures or by solid
cosmic phenomena. Like the way the poet’s brother died - by snake
bite - the female eagle died by colliding with a rock, and the hyena got
hunted by a hunter. So, as these creatures struggle among themselves,
they are all defeated in the face of destiny and death.
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