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framework in studying conflicts occurring in plural societies, and has

endeavored to apply it to this event. In many respects, this framework
seems to be the most convenient one to understand the developments
which took place in southern Iraq and resulted in the revolution under

discussion.
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The Zanj Revolution
255-270 AH/ 869-883 AD

A New Perspective
Abstract

The present work deals with what has becone known in modern
historiography as The Zanj Revolution which took place in southern Iraq
in the 3™ Hijri century / gth century A. D. and lasted about fourteen
years. This political, social and military movement challenged many of
the norms and values of the then Abbasid society and regime, which led
to its condemnation not only politically, but ethically and ideologically.
Our ancient sources, especially those contemporary to the event, never
fell short of presenting the revolution, its leader, high echelon and ranks,
in terms derived mainly from the values and norms which the revolution
had challenged, and which were universally dominant in the high culture
of which these sources werea part. In such a case, the modern historian
needs to exert a unique effort to find out the truth about this event which
has been hidden under a thick strata of political, ideological and ethical
accusations carried out abundantly by our ancient sources. The present
author tries to dig deep into these strata to reconstruct the picture of this
major event in the Islamic history free from many of the ideological
coloring which the ancient sources attached to it. By rejecting many of
the modern interpretations which, however, could not escape viewing the
revolution from ideological perspectives, the author in order to understand

this revolution, has appealed to the well-known "centerperiphery"
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