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Over the centuries, especially during the 4th and 5th and the end of the 3rd

centuries of the Prophet’s migration (10th, [1th and 9th A.D), Persian poets
were extremely fond of the content, forms, and types of Arabic poetry,
and of these they took their fill. Thus, and despite the Iranian nationalistic
trend revived by Dagqiqi, Ferdowsi, and others in such tales that delineate
Persian opposition to Arab authority and hegemony as the “Shahnameh”
and the tales of Persian kings and heroes, most Persian poets imitated
Arab poets in such poetic arts as praise, love poetry, nature and wine
poetry. Additionally, these poets imitated poetic themes and parallelism
such as the symbolism of the crow to the parting of lovers. This motif
is not indigenous to the persian frame of mind namely the pre-Islamic

Zarathustrian belief that continued after the spread of Islam in Persia.

e —————



The Influence of Arabic Poetry
on Persian Poetry

Sample Selections

Abstract

This study deals with sample selections of Persian and Arabic poetry that
provide a profound and significant indication of the literary influence
between the Arabs and the Persians. The methodology follows the pattern
of comparative literary studies and aims at unveiling new aspects of the
vital interaction between Arabic and Persian poetry within the context of

the common Arab-Islamic tradition.

The subjects and concerns adopted by the Persian poets from their
Arab counterparts are analyticaly and synthetically deduced, avoiding
redundant generalizations. The influence is frequently traced through the
embedded meanings of poetry, assisted in this by my forty-seven years
long exposure to Persian literature. For this reasoni consider the heritage
of the two nations as a “‘common cultural epic” which serves as the title of

this research.

After considering the influence of both the Koran and Arabic language on
Persian culture, and after considering the poetic production of bilingual
(Persian and Arabic) poets as a venue for the flourishing of persian poetry,
it is observed that the Persian poets, like their elite ancestors in ancient
Iran, viewed Arabic poetry as their ideal and source. That is why they
were excessive sometimes in using Arabic words and idioms, adopting the
Arabic poetic pattern and form. Indeed, they even composed poems that

were modeled after renowned arabic ones.
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