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The Ethical Discipline in the
Commandments of the Islamic era:
Contents and Styles

ABSTRACT

This study seeks to illuminate an aspect of Islamic culture and society
that the celestial message of Islam and the Prophet’s sayings implanted
the minds of Moslems. This aspect is evident in the prose art classified as
"Commandments Literature". These commandments comprise a set of
morals that aim for a person to strengthen man’s relationship with his
God and his links with the members of the Moslem society, as well as other
societies in peace and war. Thus, the administrative, educational and war
commandments appeared.

The researcher follows two approaches in the study of these command-
ments: an objective approach to show their content; and an artistic ap-
proach to study the styles of the "commanders" whose purpose was to
communicate their thoughts by using the most concise and clear styles,
and to guarantee conviction and effect.

The study reveals some findings that show Islamic society’s care for
spiritual matters as well as physical matters, and its concern that members
of society set a good example, in order to aid in the spread of Islam among
other peoples and nations.

The study also shows that the commanders’ methods of expression were
free from artificiality or ingeniousness of style, because of their primary
concern for thought and content, and the need to follow their true nature
and innate disposition.
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