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Serialized Narrative and Its Levels in
Selwan Al Mutaa’ Fi Edwan Al Atbaa’
By
Ibn Zhafr Al Siqalli Al Makki
( Died 565 A. H. 1170 A. D)

ABSTRACT

Critics have long been concerned with the study of literary genres, and
narrating through animals and birds is an outstanding type. Abdallah Ibn
Al-Mugqaffa’, assassinated in 142 Hij. / 759 AD, was a pioneer author with
his book Kalila wa Dimna, which criticized authority, a practice which was
followed later by many other authors. Foremost among those was probably
Aba Al Alaa Al Mi’arri, who died in 449 Hij. / 1057 AD, with his five books:
Al Qa’if, Khutab Al Kheil, Saje’ Al Hamaam, Adab Al Asfourein, which are all
lost, and Al Saahil Wa Al Shaahij, which has survived. There is also Ibn Al
Hibariya, who died in 509 Hij. / 1115 AD, author of A/ Saadeh Wa Al
Baghem; 1bn Zhafr, who died in 565 Hij. / 1170 AD, author of Selwan Al
Mutaa’ Fi Edwan Al Atabaa’; Ezz El Din Abdel Aziz Abdel Salam, who died
in 660 Hij. / 1279 AD, author of Kashf Al Asraar An Hukm Al Atyaar Wa Al
Azhaar; and Ibn Arab Shaah, who died in 854 Hij. / 1450 AD, author of
Faakihat Al Khulafaa wa Mufaakahat Al Zhorafaa.

This study aims to investiagte the serialized narrative of the book and its
levels, the narrator and the narrated to, the nature of this duality in the flow
of the narrative and the effect that this has on the narrative construction of
the book, the major and the minor. The study also tackles the artistic tools
and techniques which contributed to the serialized narrative and its smooth
flow, together with the language of the narrative. The study also reveals Ibn
Zhafr’s concern with his political objectives in criticizing authority in order
to reform it, and provides a theory of government whose essence stemmed
from the Moslem State of the first Hijra century, on the one, and his concern
with artistic and aesthetic objectives as exemplified in a pleasurable narrative,
on the other.
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Documents Center. Number 1995.

4 — Arabic Literature in Ottoman period Dar Al-Urubah, Kuwait, 2002.

B : Articles :

1 — The Nerrative structure in Magamat Jalal Al-Din Al-Suyuti. Arab
Journal for the Humanities. No. 69, 18 year, Kuwait University, Win-
ter 2002.

2 — The Narrator and the Addressed in "The Caliphs Fruit & the Banter
of the Witty" by Ibn Arabshah. (A study in Chapter Seven) Annals of
the Arts and Social Sciences. Vol. 22, M. 173. 2001, University of Ku-
wait.

3 — Narrative Indgredionts of Comic tale, Studty in Akbar Al-Hamga wa
Al-Mugqaffing, by Ibn Al-Jawzi, Jornal of Arabic heritge, No. 90,
year 23, Damasgas, June, 2003.
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Selwan Al Mutaa’ Fi Edwan Al Atbaa’
By
Ibn Zhafr Al Siqgalli Al Makki
Died 565 A.H/1170 AD

Dr. Abdullah Al-Ghazali

Department of Arabic Language and Literature
Faculty of Arts
University of Kuwait
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