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Selection Criteria in Al Baroodi’s Anthology:

Aims and Methodology
Abstract

This research is an attempt to explore the selection criteria,
methodology and aim in Al Baroodi’s anthology. It was found that the
criteria of selection included time, technicality and ethics. For this purpose,
the anthology seems to have restricted itself to the Abbasid Era when poetry
was noted for its high level of artistry combined with ethical awareness. For
Al-Baroodi believed that poetry had an ethical function through which good
manners could be polished.

The methodology followed in Al-Baroodi’s anthology was found to be
consistently based on identification and restriction. This was apparent in his
restriction of time (i.e. the Abbasid Era) and the restriction of genre. His
poetic genres were confined to certain poetic forms such as the panegyric,
description, criticism, and good manners. The number of poets was also
limited to thirty. These poets were classified according to their dates of death
while their poetry was classified according to the rhymes of the excerpts
selected. This methodology made it easy to refer to the selections and hence
offer greater access. Al-Baroodi did not insist on including all poets in his
sub-genres. In fact, he skipped several whenever they did not fit under the
general title or category of his chapters.

Furthermore, Al-Baroodi aimed at achieving two major goals in his
work. First, he wanted to inspire contemporary Arabic poetry by going back
to original grand works that represent the golden age of poetic Arabic
heritage; secondly, he wanted to encourage creative writers to emulate the
old models and cultivate a refined sense of literary appreciation amongst
them.
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