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Arabic Narrative Trends and Criticism
up to the Fourth Century A.H.

Abstract

This research investigates the emergence and growth of narrative
fiction in Arabic literature. It traces the genre from its early beginnings in
oral narratives of the pre-Islamic era, the various religious stories cited in the
Holy Quran, to its fuller development all the way to the 4™ century A.H. It
further gives emphasis to the rise of the folk tale and story telling which
became a predominant feature and practice in all Islamic countries.

The research also looks into foreign influences such as those of Persian
and Indian narratives and their impact on the nascent Arabic genre. Equally
important is the views of critics on fiction writing whether by Arabs or in
translation. The study further seeks to show the interrelatedness between
criticism and the development of Arabic narrative till the end of the 4™
century A.D.
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