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Arabic Dialects in Al Baghdadi’s Khizanat Al Adab

Abstract

This study examines Al Baghdadi’s work and views on Arabic dialects
and other related linguistic and syntactic issues as reflected in the author’s
select examples. It seeks to address all aspects of dialect whether pertaining
to syntax, morphology, semantics or lexicography. It also hopes to shed light
on two major areas: (1) similarities and dissimilarities among the various
dialects, (2) Al Baghdadi’s own effort in the field.

The current paper retrieved dialects of the various tribes and divided
the syntactic aspect of Khizanat to include the general definition of syntax
and morphology, i.e. all that relates to the study of word and structure; also
what pertains to dialect and meaning, i.e. the lexical aspect.

In the Arabic version of this paper, the word ‘language’ has been used
to denote ‘dialect’ follweing the tradition of old grammarians and linguists of
whom Al Baghdadi was a true representative.
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