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Local History Books and
Travellers’Accounts As Source for
Studying the Architecture of Hijaz

Sabils in Mecca and Medina

Abstract

The aim of this study is to examine the emergence of ‘sabils’ (public
fountains) and their subsequent development in Islamic architecture in
Mecca and Medina, and on pilgrimage roads such as Mecca-Medina or
Mecca-Jeddah. Research data was collected from general historical sources,
books on local history, travellers’ accounts as well as other archaeological
sources such as inscriptions, drawings, photographs and some remaining
sabils which go back to the time of King Abdul Aziz Aal Saud.

The study looks into the sabils’ designs, their architectural style and
development, as well as the calligraphic and decorative patterns that adorned
them. Such examination helped the author to reach conclusions and findings
little known before pertaining to Islamic sabils in general and Hijazi sabils in
Mecca and Medina in particular.

Of these sabils are the sabil of Al Abbas, sabil Al Muayyed, and the
sabils of King Abdul Aziz Aal Saud near the holy Kaaba. Other sabils
include the sabil of Sultan Qaitbey at the Khef mosque, sabil Al Kadi Abd
Al Basit and Ottoman sabils such as the sabil of Bashir Agha, Dawood
Basha, Sinan Basha and Al Saqezli, as well as the sabils of Sultans such as
those of Sultan Suleiman Al Qanooni, Sultan Murad III, Mahmoud I and
MahmoudlII. To these are added the sabils of king Abdul Aziz Aal saud in
Mecca and on the Hajj(pilgrimage) roads.
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