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‘Time’ in Andalusian Poetry
(From Dogmatic Content to the Poetic Structure)
"A Study in the Change of Meaning"

Abstract

Any study of topical development in Arabic Literature would
recognize a striking similarity between the presence of ‘time’ in Jahiliya
texts and that in its Islamic counterpart, the later period in particular. All
through, ‘time’ seems to present itself as a driving and effective force
reminiscent of mythical divine powers, a matter which deviates from the
development witnessed by Arab society in its transition from Jahiliya to
Islam.

To interptet this phenomenon, the study proposes a hypothesis which
maintains that a certain change has occurred vis-a-vis the maaning of ‘time’
in Islamic texts emptying it of its periodic content and transferring it to a
pure poetic structure that confers on it highly poetic qualities identified in
the following four main features: Declination, Legend, Motion and
Contrast.

To prove the validity of this hypothesis, texts from the Sixth and
Seventh century Andaulusian poetry were chosen as they represent temporal
and spacial distance form Jahiliya, also due to their great involvement in
Islamic culture and civilization and abundance of texts pertaining to ‘time’.
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