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Al Tasheef and Al Tahreef in Arabic
(Misplacement of Diacritic Marks and Slip of the Pen):
A Study of Semantic Change

Abstract

This study deals with two Arabic idioms, "Altasheef" and "Altah-
reef", as it was refered to by Linguists interpreters and orators, including
tasheef and tahreef books. There was a connection between these two
idioms, which made Linguists group them into one book. These two idioms,
came from a mistake through reading the written text due to a minor change
of the letter characteristics, for the former, and change in the diacritic marks
in the latter one.

These types of changes, appear in the spoken Arabic words, therefore
linguists of the past tried to research this discrepancy, how it came about and
how to eliminate the mistake. Researchers found that these mistakes were
related to the following causes:

- The Similarities between the Arabic letters.

- There is no clear system in which the diacritic marks are placed, so the
copier of the manuscript, misled the readers when placing the diacratic
marks in the wrong places.

- The copier should have created different characteristic for each letter.

The researchers also found that the best solution is as follows:-

- Putting the diacritic marks properly.

- Using oral language as a medium of communications.

- Gathering these errors and including them in one book.

- Putting specific diacritic marks on each letter so that it will not be mis-
interpreted through future reading.

Finally after following the changes of the semantics for these two
words in different books, there was discrepancies to a certain extent between
linguists who mixed up the meaning of the two idioms and equated them into
one meaning.

But Ibn Hajr corrected this mistake by separating their respective
meaning, so he considered "Altasheef" equal to the changes in the diacritic
marks and "Altahreef" equal to the changes in the characteristics of the
letters whereby the misunderstanding was cleared forever.
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