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Artistic Utilization of Stars and Planets
in Abu-Al-Ala’s Poetry

Abstract

Names of stars and planets, and pertinent phenomena and beliefs, are
repeatedly used in Abu-Al-Ala’s poetry. This study aims at exploring the
ways and mechanisms with which he utilized his astronomical knowledge to
serve the ideas and methods of his poetry.

The study is divided into four sections; the first deals with his
experience in rhetorical figuration related to stars and planets. In the second
section, the author discusses the single figuration of each star as well as the
dual figuration, and a comparison with other former poets to discover the
elements of modernity and imitation in his poetry.

In the third and the fourth sections, the author examines the artistic
utilization of stars and planets at two levels: (1) the persuasive discourse
which shows the role of stars as an essential source of Abu-Al-Ala’s
philosophy and his view about life and the universe. (2) the rhetorical
evocation of stars and planets in his poetry.

The study demonstrates Abu Al-Ala’s deep astronomical knowledge
and his wide cultural lexicon regarding stars. It also highlights his skills in
utilizing stars and planets artistically and rhetorically.
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