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We can also determine the price of each estate in all areas of Kuwait. If we
adopt a comparison we can differentiate cheap and expensive areas. We can also
make a comparison to find out the prices in different periods.

The endowment documents refer to the functional structure of Kuwait. We
can claim that Kuwait City consisted of three functional sectors, which are the sea
front, markets and living areas or quarters.

The endowments also provide us with a lot of information about types of
endowment that were widespread in Kuwait. They were various and included
building mosques, providing food for the needy people, and other kinds and ways of
charitable works.

Finally, it is advisable that we discuss some endowments which distinguished
Kuwait. These are al-hadhra (an area surrounded by fence for fishing), and al-
boksha (surrounded agricultural lands) which were originated by the inhabitants of
Failaka island.

Dr. Faisal Abdulla Alkanderi
Department of History
Faculty of Arts
Kuwait University
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Kuwaiti Endowment (Waqf) Documents

And Their Historic Importance
1263-1382 A.H./ 1847-1963 A.D.

Summary

This study surveys the endowment (Waqf) documents, which are regarded as
the oldest local sources and aims to reveal their historical importance. This study is
divided into three parts. In the first part we deal with the definition of science of
documents or diplomatik (diplomatique) and explain its importance. This paper also
discusses the role of the Muslim scientists in this science, which was known as the
science of protasis and muniment. They took the credit for planning its principles
and foundations. Later the French scientists made a major contribution to it. This
study also applies the principles and foundations of this science to the Kuwaiti
endowment (waqf) documents that are in our hands.

The second part of the study tackles the clarification of the philology of
endowment (waqf) terminology in order to explain the linguistic phenomena and the
development of words and expressions used in it. In addition, this study is also
concerned with the knowledge of writing tools such as ink, paper, paleography and
sigillography.

In the last part, we shall talk about the historical importance of the
endowment documents and wills. One can claim that they help us to find out the
names of judges and their tenure in these posts. We can say that Al-Adsany family
tenured the post of judiciary for a period of 178 years.

Meanwhile, the Shiaa judges also had a share in the Kuwaiti endowment
documents. Two Shiaa judges were mentioned: Sheikh Mohammed al-Mahdy al-
Moosawy and Sheikh Ibrahim bin Mohammed al-Mazeedy who both served the
Shiite community.

Regarding the social aspects: the endowment documents acquaint us with the
social structure of the Kuwaiti society. Observing the names of the creator of
endowment (donor), witnesses and supervisors, gives us clear indications of the
families that existed at that time. endowments are the only source in recognising the
old living quarters (districts) and the names of the people who lived there.

The endowment documents provide us with a rich material about the classes
of Kuwaiti society, al-Sabah family, merchants who were different according to the
level of their wealth, the public, slaves, and finally the Shiites.

The endowment documents shed light on the economic aspects of Kuwait’s
early society. Through these endowments three different currencies were circulated
and recognised in Kuwait, the qiran which is a small sized silver Persian coin,
Austrian Maria Teresa riyal which was circulated for a long period of time and
coincided with rupees for some time.
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