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Exceeding The Shores of the Common
A Study in The Poetry of Al A’sha Al-Kabir

Abstract

Ala’sha Al-Kabier (Maymoun Ben Qays) is one of the top caliber of the
Gahily poets-the era most effective in directing Arabic poetry towards modernity.

Ala’sha differs from all other Gahily poets in his frequent wandering in many
countries, - such as Persia, Alhyra, Syria, and Palestine. During-his travels in these
countries, he absorbed in his memory a lot of the images and languages associated
with these countries.

This poet was contemporary with the first Islamic era and was about to adopt
the Islamic belief, but didn’t. There are different explanations for his reluctance.

Neverthelrss, there is a common agreement about the characteristic features
of his poetry, particularly the noticeable Islamic, spititual and cultural ones. This has
been the basis for those who claim that his poetry is fake.

This study provides a survey of the distinguishing aspects of Ala’sha poetry
and its characteristic linguistic, spiritual and intellectual features, that together form
a unique phenomenon.

A special attention is given in this study to focusing on the unique aspects of
the cultural, linguistic and intellectual particularities of his poems,which are all based
on one foundation.

All the above qualifies of his poetry can be rightly described as “Going
Beyond What Is Common”.
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